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been poured out upon the people. It is
written in the Bible, concerning ancient
Israel, that they got fat and kicked against
the Lord their God. You may understand
the expression as you please. They forgot
the Lord and began to trust in the wisdom
of man. They forgot their prayers and the
duties they owed to one another, and they
fell back into a careless, carnal security, and
became like the rest of the world.

This is the only ground on which I
would have fear, were I to entertain any.
As I have often said, and the same I can
say again—it is too late in the day for this
people ever to be cast off and disowned
by the Lord. The work the Lord prom-
ised to do is too nigh accomplished, and
he has promised to make a short work on
the earth. This work has sometime since
commenced; and if any of the people will
not serve their God and do the work he has
given them to do, they will be removed out
of the way, and that speedily. It is too late
in the day for this people to apostatize and
the Priesthood to be taken again from the
earth; so there is not much ground for fears
even in this respect.

A few words to the Elders of Israel with
regard to the building up of the kingdom
of God. Suppose every man who has want-
ed to go out to preach (and almost every
Elder has wanted to go)—suppose they
had all gone six years ago last fall, and left
Nauvoo entirely destitute of Elders, and
attended diligently to preaching up to
this time. Would there have been a place
prepared for the gathering of the Saints
from all the world? No. There would have
been no place for the Elders to gather
them to; there would have been no stan-
dard reared or rallying point for the people.
Do you preach the gathering of Israel
and the redemption of Zion? You do; and
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when you would have got through this,
and found all the rest had been neglected,
what would have been the situation of the
Elders of Israel? Their mouths would be
closed up and sealed; they would not have
any more influence among the people than
those doctors and philosophers in France
spoken of by Elder Taylor: they came, they
tarried; and if they paid for what they had,
it was all right; they went, and no person
cared for them. It would have been the
same with the Elders of this Church.

The whole machinery is in operation
and complete, that, when the Elders go
forth to preach the Gospel, every man
carries with him a two-edged sword, and
pierces the hearts of the people by the
spirit of the Gospel which he goes to pro-
claim. But if the work is in progress only in
part, his sword is blunted at once; it has no
edge, it is incomplete, and does not pierce
the hearts of the people; consequently, he
had better have stayed at home.

Why I make these remarks is, that we
may understand that unless this work is in
progress as a whole, it is not complete—
we are found wanting, and not prepared
to do the work we are called and sent to
do. Now, it is just as necessary to come to
these valleys, build houses, make fences,
erect schoolhouses, rear up places of wor-
ship, and prepare for the gathering of
Israel, as it is to go and preach to Israel to
influence them to gather. The one is just
as honorable and as acceptable in the sight
of God as the other; and those that labor
faithfully at home, will be crowned with
those that labor faithfully abroad. Those
who are selected to remain at home receive
as those who are selected to go abroad.

It is unnecessary for me, for any of
the Twelve, or for any of my brethren
to rise up here to preach to the Elders
to infuse the spirit of preaching in
them; for we have had to hold them
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