
manifest to them by visions and dreams 
that you are the servants of God, before 
they shall see your faces. And you will 
receive heavenly visions to comfort you, 
and dreams to give you knowledge of the 
things of God, if you prove faithful before 
him. I will prophesy this in the name of 
the Lord God of Israel; and you will find 
that his power will be more conspicuously 
made manifest through your administra-
tions on these missions than has ever taken 
place since the rise of this Church.

How often have I reflected upon the 
words of the Savior, which were given ex-
pressly to his servants: they were not given 
to the whole Church, but to his servants 
who were engaged in the work of the min-
istry. He said, “Take no thought for the 
morrow, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink, or wherewithal ye shall be clothed. 
Consider the lilies of the field: they toil 
not, neither do they spin; yet Solomon, 
or the kings of this world, are not arrayed 
like one of these. And if God so clothe 
the grass, which today is, and tomorrow 
is thrown into the fire, how much more 
shall he clothe you, if you are not of little 
faith. Therefore, take no thought for these 
things.” You will find, brethren, if you go 
forth trusting in the Lord, that whatever 
you need, it will be ministered to you in 
the very moment; and you will return again 
with your hearts filled with joy, and your 
bodies comfortably clothed, and means in 
your pockets to assist your families when 
you return to them, and with souls as seals 
to your ministry, with whom you shall re-
joice in time and in eternity.

I have oftentimes thought of another 
saying in the Book of Mormon, concern-
ing the parable of the vineyard, deliv-
ered by one of the ancient Prophets. He  
said that “The servants of God shall go  
forth and labor for the last time;” and the

prophecy says, “Behold, they were few, and 
the Lord labored with them.” Among all 
the servants that had labored in previous 
dispensations, the parable does not con-
descend to say that the Lord labored with 
them, although he no doubt did. But here 
it is expressly said that the laborers were 
few, and the Lord labored with them. And 
after the vineyard was pruned, and was no 
more corrupt, he called up his servants and 
said, Behold, you see I have done according 
to my will, and ye shall have joy with me in 
the fruit of my vineyard. This truly seems 
to be characteristic of the way and manner 
this Gospel is going to the nations. It does 
not go according to the will of man, neither 
according to his inferior judgment, but ac-
cording to the will of God. It breaks forth 
on the right hand and on the left, and the 
servants of God are sent forth by his will 
and authority; and if they are faithful, he 
has ordained them to labor in his vineyard; 
and the prophecy says, They will be faith-
ful, and they shall keep the commandments 
of the Lord of the vineyard in all things.

Try to have this prophecy fulfilled upon 
your heads. Keep the commandments of 
the Lord of the vineyard in all things, that 
his blessings may be upon you, that when 
you set to your hands with the pruning-
knife, to prune and train up the branches 
of the trees of the vineyard, and dig around 
their roots, the power of the everlasting 
God may rest upon you and the vineyard 
where you labor. Keep the commandments 
of the Lord in all things, that you may have 
joy with him in the fruits of the vineyard 
when the work is finished. May he bless 
you as he did Abraham and his servants 
of old, that you may do the work he has 
appointed to you in faith, and prayer, and 
perseverance, that you may bring home 
your thousands and rejoice in the midst of 
the mountains.
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