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overcome the Elders of this Church?

They do not; but they are like the frosted

grass upon the prairie before the burn-

ing flame. An Elder of Israel overcomes

them on the ground of their own phi-

losophy, and drowns them in the sea of

their own arguments. Could the Chris-

tian world do it? No. Brother Joseph

told the people it was necessary to be

baptized for the remission of sins, and

proved it by the Bible: he proved it by

his works; he proved it by thousands of

witnesses in his day.

He also introduced the doctrine of the

laying on of hands for the reception of

the Holy Ghost, and proved it from the

Bible, by reason, by his own and the

experience of thousands besides. You

Elders of Israel, do you know whether

these doctrines were borne off by you and

others triumphantly? They have been

successful among every people, nation,

and kindred, and tongue, wherever they

have been proclaimed. These doctrines

are beyond the power of controversy and

doubt; no caviler could confute or present

the least argument which would prove

successful in overthrowing the principles

taught by the Elders of Israel.

Brother Joseph introduced a great

many new doctrines. It was perfectly

new to this generation, but in truth an

old doctrine, to be baptized for the re-

mission of sins—that it was absolutely

necessary; and then receive the laying

on of hands for the reception of the Holy

Ghost, and many other doctrines, though

in reality they are old, yet true, and new

to this benighted generation.

When the Elders first commenced

preaching "Mormonism," twenty years

ago, they would take the Bible and

prove every item of doctrine to the

people beyond doubt and contro-

versy. What did the priests say to

you? Can you recollect what they

said in the different States where

this Gospel was first preached? What

arguments were used against your po-

sition and the doctrines you believe?

Yes: the priests would halloo from

the pulpit, Joe Smith!—old Joe Smith!!

That was their argument, to begin

with. Impostor!—impostor!!—He is de-

luding the people!!!—he is deluding the

people!!!!—Old Joe Smith, the money

digger!—He is a necromancer!!—He is a

fortuneteller!!!—A money digger!!!! Old

Joe Smith!!!!! What a profound argu-

ment! There is no answering it. You

know these are the arguments used

against the doctrines preached by the El-

ders of this Church.

When you introduced the Book of

Mormon, the argument used against it

was, It is a deception! Joe Smith!!—

Impostor!!! And these are the arguments

that have been urged from beginning to

end; but they could not bring one pas-

sage of Scripture or one substantial rea-

son against the doctrine taught and be-

lieved by this Church.

What has been said to you? What

has been said to me? If we will preach

this doctrine, the people almost univer-

sally will follow us and say, "Don't men-

tion Joseph Smith—never mention the

Book of Mormon or Zion, and all the peo-

ple will follow you." I said, It would not

do them any good, if we were to listen

to their requirements. What I have re-

ceived from the Lord, I have received by

Joseph Smith: he was the instrument

made use of. If I drop him, I must drop

these principles: they have not been re-

vealed, declared, or explained by any

other man since the days of the Apos-

tles. If I lay down the Book of Mor-

mon, I shall have to deny that Joseph

is a Prophet; and if I lay down the doc-

trine and cease to preach the gathering

of Israel and the building up of Zion,

I must lay down the Bible; and con-

sequently, I might as well go home as


