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send every person to a lake of fire and

brimstone, to be tormented by the Devil,

to all eternity, for any little sin he might

commit—which was the doctrine handed

down. After all, my traditions were such,

that when the Vision came first to me, it

was directly contrary and opposed to my

former education. I said, Wait a little. I

did not reject it; but I could not under-

stand it. I then could feel what incorrect

tradition had done for me. Suppose all

that I have ever heard from my priest

and parents—the way they taught me to

read the Bible—had been true, my un-

derstanding would be diametrically op-

posed to the doctrine revealed in the Vi-

sion. I used to think and pray, to read

and think, until I knew and fully under-

stood it for myself, by the visions of the

Holy Spirit. At first it actually came in

contact with my own feelings, though I

never could believe like the mass of the

Christian world around me; but I did not

know how nigh I believed, as they did.

I found, however, that I was so nigh, I

could shake hands with them any time I

wished.

You heard brother Pratt state, this

morning, that a revelation would be read

this afternoon, which was given previous

to Joseph's death. It contains a doctrine

a small portion of the world is opposed

to; but I can deliver a prophecy upon it.

Though that doctrine has not been prac-

ticed by the Elders, this people have be-

lieved in it for years.

The original copy of this revela-

tion was burnt up. William Clayton

was the man who wrote it from the

mouth of the Prophet. In the mean-

time, it was in Bishop Whitney's pos-

session. He wished the privilege to

copy it, which brother Joseph granted.

Sister Emma burnt the original. The

reason I mention this is because that

the people who did know of the revela-

tion suppose it is not now in existence.

The revelation will be read to you.

The principle spoken upon by brother

Pratt, this morning, we believe in. And

I tell you—for I know it—it will sail over

and ride triumphantly above all the prej-

udice and priestcraft of the day: it will

be fostered and believed in by the more

intelligent portion of the world as one

of the best doctrines ever proclaimed to

any people. Your hearts need not beat;

you need not think that a mob is com-

ing here to tread upon the sacred lib-

erty which the Constitution of our coun-

try guarantees unto us, for it will not

be. The world have known, long ago,

even in brother Joseph's days, that he

had more wives than one. One of the

Senators in Congress knew it very well.

Did he oppose it? No: but he has been

our friend all the day long, especially

upon that subject. He said pointedly to

his friends, "If the United States do not

adopt that very method—let them con-

tinue as they now are—pursue the pre-

cise course they are now pursuing, and it

will come to this—that their generations

will not live until they are 30 years old.

They are going to destruction; disease is

spreading so fast among the inhabitants

of the United States, that they are born

rotten with it, and in a few years they are

gone." Said he, "Joseph has introduced

the best plan for restoring and establish-

ing strength and long life among men, of

any man on the earth; and the Mormons

are a very good and virtuous people."

Many others are of the same mind:

they are not ignorant of what we are do-

ing in our social capacity. They have

cried out, "Proclaim it." But it would not

do, a few years ago: everything must

come in its time, as there is a time to all

things. I am now ready to proclaim it.

This revelation has been in my

possession many years; and who has

known it? None but those who


