
righteousness; let your conversation be 
chaste; let your daily deportment be ac-
cording to my law; let your dealings one 
with another be in justice and equity; let 
my character be sacred in your mouth, and 
do not profane my holy name and trample 
upon mine authority; do not despise any 
of my sayings, for I will not be disgraced. I 
wish to send one of my servants to visit you. 
What for? That you may see and know as 
others have—that you may see as you are 
seen—that you may understand those prin-
ciples pertaining more particularly to the 
kingdom you are in. You have descended 
below all things. I have, in my wisdom, re-
duced you; I have caused that you should 
drink of the dregs of the bitter cup. I have 
placed you in the depths of ignorance, and 
have surrounded you with weakness, to 
prove you. I have subjected you to all mis-
ery that can be endured. I have caused you 
to come upon this earth, where misery, and 
darkness, and every species of unbelief and 
wickedness reign, to prove you, that you 
may understand and know the good from 
the evil, and be capable of judging between 
these with a righteous judgment.

I have caused all this to be done; and 
now, son and daughter, the inhabitants of 
the whole earth that have lived from the 
days of Adam until now, the first and the 
last—the grand aim of all that I, the Lord, 
have revealed is to instruct you to live so 
that I can come and visit you, or send my 
angels, that they can enter into your habi-
tations, walk and converse with you, and 
they not be disgraced. By so doing, you 
shall be made partakers of all knowledge 
and wisdom, power and glory that the 
sanctified or glorified beings enjoy. And 
this is, first of all, what the Lord wishes of 
the people.

What does our experience teach  
us—our eyes  wi tness  day  by  day?

True, I may say, with many of you, I am 
not under the necessity of hearing the 
name of my God, whom I serve, my Father 
in heaven, blasphemed daily; I am not as-
sociated with those who blaspheme the 
name of the Father and the Son, and the 
character of the Holy Ghost; I do not as-
sociate with those who are liars, or adul-
terers, or whoremongers, or those who 
love and make a lie. You can say the same: 
yet, when we mingle among the wicked, 
what do we see and hear? What do these 
my brethren hear, that take the pains to go 
into the canyons to sell a little beer to the 
traveler? They hear the name of the Lord 
that bought them blasphemed. It would 
take all the teams you have in the coun-
try to draw gold enough to tempt me into 
such a situation.

Men are going crazed to attend the fer-
ries, in order to amass a few paltry dol-
lars. What do you hear there? You hear 
the name of the Lord Almighty, and his 
character, and his Son Jesus Christ, and 
his minister the Holy Ghost, blasphemed; 
and every servant of God upon the earth 
is cursed by them to the lowest regions. It 
is not all the gold of Ophir and California 
that could hire me to hear it for one 
month. These are my feelings.

Gold and silver will perish, but the 
name of the Almighty will remain forever. 
His character will not sink, nor the char-
acter of his Son, nor of his ministers, nor 
of any of his faithful servants who keep 
his commandments. Riches will perish, 
but they will endure. I say again, there is 
not gold enough lying east of the Rocky 
Mountains to bring me to one of these 
ferries and hear the blasphemies I should 
have to hear. But can we not hear it here? 
Yes—to the shame and disgrace of a few 
of those that call themselves Latter-day 
Saints. Is it so, that there is a man whose
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