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name is written in the Lamb's Book of

Life that will take the name of the Deity

in vain? I speak to you who are trifling

with the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit

of promise, to the shame of a few of the

Elders of Israel.

The time will come when they will be

cut off, though I am sorry to say that. I

would rather say that while I am in the

society of the Latter-day Saints, I might

never hear the character of the Deity

ridiculed and disgraced, and his name

used in a light and trifling manner.

It is true, I do not hear it. If I were

to hear that which other people say they

hear—an Elder of Israel use the name of

the Lord God in vain, I should cut him off

from the Church; and if I could not get

any help to cut him off, I would do it my-

self. Let me tell you, he must be a very

ignorant man who can use the name of

the Deity in vain, without having to re-

pent forthwith.

While I was talking, last Sabbath,

I wished that I could have strength

of lungs to speak about one thousand

years, and live without eating or rest-

ing. I thought in that time we should get

pretty well through with a portion of the

Gospel sermon.

I will now read a little in this

book, called the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, pertaining to the subject we

had before us last Sabbath. I will

read a part of a short revelation, in or-

der to exhibit some items of doctrine

that are not generally understood, al-

though it is before the people. All peo-

ple who are disposed, have the privi-

lege of reading this book for themselves;

for it has been published to the world

for some years. The Saints read it and

have the privilege of understanding it,

if they choose. Still, as I observed,

we are in the school and keep learning,

and we do not expect to cease learning

while we live on earth; and when we

pass through the veil, we expect still to

continue to learn and increase our fund

of information. That may appear a

strange idea to some; but it is for the

plain and simple reason that we are not

capacitated to receive all knowledge at

once. We must therefore receive a little

here and a little there.

I will read in the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, sec. 44—

"A commandment of God, and not of

man, to Martin Harris, given (Manch-

ester, New York, March, 1830) by Him

who is eternal."

I could give to the people the cause

of this revelation, but if is not necessary.

I may say a word upon it when I come

to it in the revelation, which will explain

all that is necessary. Those who are ac-

quainted with Martin Harris know his

natural turn and disposition: he wanted

to learn all things at once, was contin-

ually in pursuit of knowledge, and ne-

glected to act upon that which he had

already received. That is his true char-

acter, as far as I have known him. The

revelation reads as follows—

"I am Alpha and Omega, Christ the

Lord; yea, even I am he, the beginning

and the end, the Redeemer of the world.

I, having accomplished and finished the

will of him whose I am, even the Father,

concerning me—having done this that I

might subdue all things unto myself—

Retaining all power, even to the destroy-

ing of Satan and his works at the end of

the world, and the last great day of judg-

ment, which I shall pass upon the inhab-

itants thereof, judging everyman accord-

ing to his works, and the deeds which he

hath done."

We read in the Bible, you recol-

lect, that every man shall be judged

according to his works; but it is al-

most impossible; or, I will say, it is a

considerable task and quite a labor to

get a community to understand these

words as they read; when, in reality,

to those that understand them, it is

as plain to them as it is for this con-


