EXTENSIVE CHARACTER OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

know these principles—that have com-
mitted to them the keys of the holy
Priesthood, by which they may save them-
selves, save their families, save their neigh-
bors, and save all that will hear them?
Where is that community? I do not know.
So may this congregation exclaim, if the
same inquiry was made of them: they can
say, We do not know.

We are blessed, greatly blessed; and
when we contemplate even upon our af-
flictions, the fact is, they appear to us not
worth mentioning: they should never come
into remembrance before us. We have the
privilege of serving the Lord, of growing in
grace, and obtaining that which the Lord
has for us. This is the people the Lord de-
signs should be prepared to enter in at the
strait gate; for strait is the gate and narrow
is the way, says Jesus, that leadeth to the
endless lives. It is translated in King James’
version of the Old Testament, “That lead-
eth unto eternal life.” But in our late rev-
elations it is rendered, “Strait is the gate
and narrow is the way that leadeth to the
endless lives, and few there be that find it.”

Were I to inquire of the Latter-day
Saints if they are all expecting to enter in
the strait gate spoken of by the Savior—if
they are all going to inherit eternal lives,
every one would answer in the affirmative.
I hope they will. It really would rejoice me,
were it to be so; but I cannot believe for
a moment that every person who receives
this Gospel will be prepared to enter in at
the strait gate and inherit eternal lives. But
there is one fact, and that is undeniable—
we cannot alter it, and that is, every man
shall be judged according to his works, and
every man will receive according to the ex-
tent of his capacity.

Every individual among the Latter-
day Saints and among all professors
of religion, and then among all the
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heathen upon the face of the earth, will be
judged according to their works. Is this all?
No. Every individual will also receive ac-
cording to the extent of his capacity. The
inquiry might arise, Are all individuals
who receive the new and everlasting cov-
enant, and by their acts submit to it—are
they capable of receiving the glory to be re-
vealed—the crowns of glory, of immortal-
ity, and eternal lives? You may answer that
question yourselves. Pause a moment.

I will refer your minds to Abraham. He
lived many years without children, and
sought diligently of the Lord to know if his
name should be blotted from the book—if
it should become extinct. He was a righ-
teous man, a good man, and conversed
with his Lord, received revelations from
above, and communed with heavenly be-
ings; while his constant cry was, O Lord,
shall my name stop here? You can read in
the Bible how he obtained a promise, and
his wife actually bore him a son in her old
age. He obtained this promise—“Abraham
my son, you shall have a posterity, and a
great nation shall spring forth from your
loins; you shall receive the desire of your
heart. What can you desire, Abraham?” I
want to know if this will be the end of my
posterity? And is my name to stop here?
No, says the Lord; to your posterity there
shall be no end. You remember what the
Apostle says concerning this matter. It
is this—“His seed shall be like the sands
upon the seashore, and like the stars in the
firmament, for multitude; they cannot be
numbered from this time henceforth and
forever; they are endless, and still continue
to increase and increase.”

Here is the very posterity of Abra-
ham in this house. Nearly the whole
of this congregation is composed of
them; and they are on the increase,
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