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right did belong, still belongs, and for-

ever will belong to the firstborn son in

every family of Adam's race.

This is understood from the Bible, not

only by the Latter-day Saints, but also

by the Christian world. Jesus Christ,

first begotten of the Father, of all the rest

of the children, and of all they possess,

alone is the lawful heir. This is no mys-

tery.

After passing over the ages and gen-

erations of the children of men for about

six thousand years, we will come to the

present congregation and say the right

of heirship is the same now that it was

in the beginning. It is as it was and

as it ever will be, worlds without end.

This I wish the Latter-day Saints to un-

derstand a little better than they have

heretofore. I will give you my reason.

For instance, there are sisters in this

Church that have been bereaved of their

husbands, who died full of faith in the

holy Gospel and full of hope for a glori-

ous resurrection to eternal life. One of

them is visited by a High Priest, of whom

she seeks information touching her situ-

ation and that of her husband. At the

same time, the woman has a son twenty-

five years of age, who is an Elder in one

of the Quorums of Seventies, and faithful

in all the duties connected with his call-

ing. She has also other sons and daugh-

ters. She asks this High Priest what she

shall do for her husband, and he very re-

ligiously says to her, "You must be sealed

to me, and I will bring up your hus-

band, stand as proxy for him, receive his

endowments and all the sealing, keys,

and blessings, and eternal Priesthood for

him, and be the father of your children."

Hear it ye mothers! The mother

that does that barters away the sa-

cred right of her son. Does she know

it? No. This has been done in hun-

dreds of instances, though innocently

and in ignorance, which makes it excusa-

ble. For my own part, I am willing to

wink at the ignorance of the people, and

I believe our heavenly Father is.

But you that will hear and be made to

understand the true principles that gov-

ern this matter, go from this place and

do hereafter as has been done in bygone

days; and instead of the children being

robbed of their just rights, the woman

shall lose her children, and they shall yet

stand in their place and be put in the

possession of their rights. What is to be

done? Let mothers honor their children.

If a woman has a son, let her honor that

son.

But a mother may say, "My son is only

five years old. I never had but one son

among a number of daughters. I am ad-

vancing in years, and may die before I

can be sealed to my husband." Let that

son wait until he is old enough to offici-

ate for his father; and though youmay go

into your grave, let your son do his duty,

and [you] never hang to the skirts of a

man that is avaricious.

You may see a great many miserly

persons with regard to dollars and cents.

It is just as natural for men to be miserly

with regard to their religious blessings.

You may see hundreds of Elders who say

to the sisters, "Come and be sealed to

me," crawling round to make the holy

ordinances of God a matter of specula-

tion to administer to their avaricious dis-

positions. They will tell you that you

will go into eternity and find yourselves

without husbands, and cannot get an

exaltation—that you cannot have this,

that, or the other, unless you are sealed

to them. I am free, and so are you. My

advice to the sisters is, Never be sealed to

any man unless you wish to be. I say to

you High Priests and Elders, Never from

this time ask a woman to be sealed to

you, unless she wants to be; but let the

widows and children alone.


