DISCERNMENT, ETC.

thought of, but did not know whether
they were right or wrong. It is a great
consolation to me to have that degree
of the Spirit of the Lord to discern all
things and be able to tell what is true
and what is untrue. Is it not worth more
than all the gold of the world? It is; for
gold cannot purchase it. It cannot be
purchased with jewels, nor with clothing,
nor with the souls of men; and it is just
as free to you as it is to me.

I thank God for the things that are
going to take place, to give every man
a fair chance to prove himself to be a
Saint or to be a Devil. Jesus says, "My
sheep hear my voice, and they will fol-
low me, and a stranger they will not fol-
low." This is Scripture. What will you
do with it? Are those that are going to
the north and to the south, to the east
and to the west, following the Shepherd's
voice? Are those who are leaving the
Saints to mingle with the world to search
for riches following the Good Shepherd
or his Spirit? No; but they are follow-
ing a stranger, and they do not know
the Good Shepherd's voice nor the Good
Shepherd's Spirit.

Well, I am glad they are going. I went
up to my mill yesterday, and as I was
coming back, I met several brethren on
their way to California as fast as they
could drive. I thought they were afraid
of getting a mission, if they stayed here
to attend the Conference.

I have learned one thing to a demon-
stration since I became a member of this
Church, that if a man is determined to
be damned, nothing can hinder it. I
have argued with men for hours, for
weeks, for months, and for years, to pre-
vail on them to serve the Lord; but my
labors have generally been spent in vain
on persons who needed so much persua-
sion to do good. The Spirit of the Lord
does not inspire me to trouble myself
any more about men who will do wrong.
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It is enough for me to do the will of
the Lord my God, even those things I
am dictated to do by my President; and
let every other man act as I do, and be
perfectly independent whether to serve
God or Mammon. I would not now step
one step out of my way to head a man's
course that is determined to go to the
Devil; but I will say, Go into the fire, that
you may be burned out. He will be saved
when he comes to himself; but he never
will come to himself, until he is burned
out like an old pipe that has become im-
pregnated with filthiness.

The idea of having places of location
is good. The people will gather there as
they did in Kirtland, and in Missouri,
and in other places. I consider it to be a
screen. You know, when you carry your
grain to the mill, you must take great
pains to get out all the smut and dirt,
and run it through a screen, that the
chaff and other useless matter may drop
through, before it goes into the smut
machine and hopper. It has also to go
through a hurricane, that it may blow off
all the dust and make it clean. Many of
us have been through a hurricane and
through earthquakes. A smut machine
is a fit representation of an earthquake:
it proves every kernel; and if it is a
smut kernel, it bursts it to pieces. Af-
ter it goes through the hopper and the
grinders, it is separated by the bolt into
flour of two or three kinds, and the bran
passes out by itself. Where there is not
a good screen to screen off the kernels of
smut and chaff, and other obnoxious sub-
stances, they will have an effect upon the
flour. But do they destroy the flour? No:
they only blacken it a little; and it will
not rise so good when you make a cake of
it, because there is no life in that filthy
substance that is mixed with it. The life
is in the flour.

Upon the same principle, a great
many Saints are emigrating, and also
others that are not Saints, but thieves,



