
As the subject has been broached con-
cerning the Indians, I will take the liberty 
to make a few remarks, and with all due 
deference and respect to my brethren, and 
especially to brother George A., who has 
last spoken to you. I am under the neces-
sity, to satisfy my own feelings, to deviate 
from his remarks a little. I will not say, 
however, that I shall deviate from his real 
feelings, though I may from what is con-
veyed in his remarks.

I wish to say to this congregation and to 
the inhabitants of the Territory of Utah, in 
connection with the travelers that are pass-
ing through, If the whites in their charac-
ter and position with the intelligence and 
knowledge of the world and of mankind 
which they have, had been as kind to the 
Indians as they have been to the whites 
from the beginning, there never would 
have been a single difficulty to this day. 
I wanted to make that assertion, for it is 
verily true.

If the inhabitants of this Territory, my 
brethren, had never condescended to re-
duce themselves to the practices of the 
Indians (as few of them have), to their 
low, degraded condition, and in some 
cases even lower, there never would have 
been any trouble between us and our red 
neighbors.

This is the key to the whole of it. Young 
men, middle aged, and boys have been in 
the habit of mingling with the Indians—of 
going to their camp and trading with them 
a little; and they have tried to cheat them.

They have sat down in their wickeups and 
talked with them in the most ludicrous 
manner: they have gambled with them 
and run horses with them, and then have 
taken a game of fisticuff with them. If they 
had treated them as Indians and as their 
degraded conditions demanded, it would 
have manifested their superiority, and a 
foundation for difficulties would not have 
been laid.

Brother George says he knows what I 
have said is true. He did not explain his 
real feelings on this matter.

Allow me to say a word in behalf of 
Walker. I tell this congregation and the 
world that “Indian Walker,” as he is called, 
has not been at the foundation of the dif-
ficulties we have had. He has had noth-
ing to do with them. I told you so last 
summer, and I tell it to you now. I know 
it from that which is within me. Has he 
done no wrong? I did not say he had done 
no wrong. He has been angry, and felt at 
times that he would like to destroy this 
people; but I do know that he has been 
held by a superior power. At the very com-
mencement of the fuss, he was not in favor 
of killing the whites.

When Kiel was killed, the Indians were 
still in the canyon; and when the whites 
followed them, they could have killed ev-
ery man; but Walker said, “No—they shall 
not be killed.” Arapeen took his San Pete 
squaw and his favorite horse, and killed 
them, and said, “If God is satisfied, I am.”
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