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It is recorded in the New Testament,
and said to be the words of the Savior,
while speaking of his doctrine and the
things he taught, “He that heareth and do-
eth my sayings shall know of my doctrine
whether it is of God or men.” “Whosoever
keepeth my sayings shall know of my doc-
trine.” I labor faithfully to instruct the
people in the way of life; and the most im-
portant point of all my preaching and say-
ings is that they rest upon the words of the
Savior. Whosoever readeth the doctrine of
the Son of God, and obeys it, does know
whether it is true or false.

Christ is the light of the world and
lighteth every man that cometh into it. No
human being has ever been born upon this
earth without more or less enlightenment
by that Spirit and influence that flows from
the Fountain of intelligence. All people
have been more or less taught by the Spirit
of revelation; and let me say further, there
never was a child born upon this earth
that was not naturally endowed with that
Spirit; and when we try to make ourselves
believe differently, we are mistaken.

It is extensively taught that nature must
be subdued, and grace made to take its
place. I wish to inform you that it is nature
for the child to be influenced by the Spirit
of God. It is nature for all people to be in-
fluenced by a good spirit; and the evil that is
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spoken of is the power the Devil has gained
upon this earth through the fall. He gained
power to tempt the children of men, and
wickedness is produced through their
yielding to his temptations; but it is not
nature in them. They are not “conceived
in sin and brought forth in iniquity,” per-
taining to their spirits. It is the flesh that is
alluded to in that passage. Then why not
follow the dictates of the good Spirit? We
talk about it, read of it, believe in it—that
Spirit which gives joy and peace to the
children of men, and wishes and does no
evil to any person; and that is the Spirit of
the Gospel.

If people would listen to the whis-
perings of that Spirit, they would be led
into the paths of truth and righteousness.
If they would overcome temptations to
evil—cause their spirits to overcome the
flesh, they would bring themselves into
subjection to the law of Christ and become
Saints of God.

You design evils in your neighborhoods,
in your families, and in yourselves. The dis-
position to produce evil, to annoy, to dis-
turb the peace of families, neighbors, and
society, is produced by the power of the en-
emy over the flesh, through the fall. Every
person who will examine his own experi-
ence—who will watch closely the leading
of his own desires—will learn that the very
great majority prefer to do good rather than
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