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Mormon does so; and I have already

shown that the Book of Mormon does

not, provided the Lord has commanded

it. But if we have not been commanded

in regard to this matter, then there is one

thing that will condemn us, and that is

the Book of Mormon. This is a little more

strict than any other Divine revelation,

in regard to polygamy. Thirteen years

after the publication of the Book of Mor-

mon, the same Prophet that translated

the Book of Mormon received a revela-

tion upon marriage, which commanded

certain individuals in this Church to

take unto themselves a plurality of wives

for time and all eternity, declaring that

it is a righteous principle, and was prac-

ticed by inspired men in times of old.

In obedience to this commandment,

many have gone forth and taken upon

themselves a plurality of wives; con-

sequently, they are not condemned in

this thing, so far as the Book of Mor-

mon is concerned; and we consider this

book to be a part and portion of our re-

ligious creed; and the Constitution of

America gives people a right to wor-

ship God according to the dictates of

their own consciences. But our oppo-

nents say no person has a right to com-

mit crime under that saying. I admit

it. But prove that polygamy is a crime.

You can prove that murder, stealing,

and cheating your neighbor are crimes.

You can prove a great many things to

be criminal, from the Bible and from

reason. If you search the great com-

mentaries on law, they will inform you

that all criminal law is founded on Di-

vine revelation. When Divine revela-

tion points out a crime, they generally

adopt it as such, and attach penalties.

The Bible is the foundation of most of

the criminal laws of Christendom. Point

out in the Bible where polygamy is a

crime, and then you may say we have

no right to embrace it as a part of

our religious creed, and pretend it as a

part of our constitutional rights. If

we embrace murder, stealing, robbing,

cheating our neighbor, as a part of our re-

ligious rights, then the Constitution will

condemn us. Not so with polygamy. If

we should embrace adultery in our reli-

gious creed, then we may be condemned

as criminals by the laws of God and man;

but when it comes to polygamy, which

is not condemned by the Bible any more

than monogamy, and embrace that as a

part and portion of our creed, the Con-

stitution gives us an undeniable right of

worshipping God in this respect as in

all others. Congress have no more con-

stitutional right to pass a law against

polygamy than they have to pass a law

against monogamy, or against a man liv-

ing in celibacy.

A portion of the Shaker's creed is that

they are living in the resurrection, and

that they should not marry; and you

will find whole communities of them liv-

ing without husbands and wives. The

Government of the United States has no

right to say you shall not live in celibacy,

but you shall comply with American in-

stitutions; neither have they a right to

say that sprinkling infants or worship-

ping a Chinese idol is criminal. A great

variety of peculiarities are embraced by

different sects and societies in our na-

tion; and they have a right to hold their

creeds, however much they may differ

from their neighbors, so long as those

creeds are not criminal. We ask no

rights that are not guaranteed unto us

by the American Constitution. We do

not claim, beg, or petition for any other.

These rights are guaranteed to us as

American citizens. We are entitled to

the right of voting as we please, and

in doing as we please in religious mat-

ters, so long as we do not infringe upon

the criminal laws of the nation, neither

of this Territory. This is all we claim;

and this is what every true-hearted

American citizen should be willing to


