POLYGAMY

fight for, if our rulers rise up and deprive
us of the rights guaranteed to us by the
Constitution.

Do you suppose, because we are few in
numbers, that we must tamely submit to
see our constitutional rights wrested from
us by unprincipled rulers? If you suppose
this, you have formed an erroneous opin-
ion of the patriotism of American citizens.
There are certain rights belonging to every
religious sect that inhabits these United
States; and every sect has a right to claim
them, if they should have to do it at the
point of the sword. I have no hesitancy
in saying before the whole world that the
rights guaranteed by the great Constitution
of this country and its national laws are
the rights I will claim while I have a be-
ing, even if it is necessary to claim them
by force; and if the Chief Executive, or
the American Congress send their armies
to Utah to trample upon these rights, and
take from American citizens that which is
more dear to them than life, I shall esteem
it no treason to resist them. The majority
may undertake to trample upon the mi-
nority, because they have the power to do
so; but this will not hinder the minority
from patriotically defending their rights.
Liberty or death should be the motto of
every true American. These are my views,
and I presume that these are the views of
all the people in this great Republic who
have tasted and realize the sweets of liberty.

When we speak against the acts of
a President of the United States, is that
treason? No. Do all the newspapers pub-
lished in the American nation speak well
of the Presidents? Is there no man in the
American nation that tries his best to
influence the public against the public
acts of President Buchanan? You find
them by hundreds. They are denounc-
ing the President continually in the most
bitter manner. They do not denounce

JOD Vol 6-LIVE.indd 363

363

the particular form of Government, or
the Constitution, or laws; but they do
denounce the acts of public men when
they please; and this right is guaranteed
to them, and they are responsible for it. If
they do it unjustly, in a slanderous man-
ner, they are accountable to the laws, and
may be heavily fined. We claim the same
privilege. There are many acts of this
Government we dislike, and so do many
of the political parties in the nation. Many
people throughout the American nation
are dissatisfied, not only with the acts of
Congress, but with the Chief Magistrate
of the nation; and they are not afraid of
committing treason by bringing these acts
before the public, and commenting upon
them. We claim this right in connection
with other American citizens.

I have already detained the congregation
sufficiently long upon various subjects as
they occurred to my mind. I recommend the
strangers present to appeal to our works and
read them. We have nothing we are ashamed
of. All our writings are free and open to the
public, and have been for years: hundreds
and thousands of copies of pamphlets on
polygamy, and books on various subjects
have been sent abroad, not only through-
out the American nation, but throughout
the civilized nations of Europe, published
in many languages, which contain our views
in relation to the Book of Mormon, to the
Gospel of salvation, and to our rights as a
people. They all are before the public. There
are none of our publications which we wish
to hide up in a corner. You can learn and
investigate for yourselves. And let those
prejudices that have been instilled into your
minds, as well as into mine, be set aside for
a short time, to inform yourselves concern-
ing these matters. Do not be so much bound
down by the creeds of men and public opin-
ion as not to be free enough to investigate
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