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to for ages. When ground to dust, as

it were, in their mother country, the

first settlers in this land looked to the

West. They fled from oppression, and

planted their standard upon American

soil, which was then a wilderness in the

possession of savages. The climate, pro-

ductions, extent, and nature of the coun-

try was then unknown to distant na-

tions. It appeared, however, to offer an

asylum for the oppressed, even at that

early day.

A party escaped from oppression, and

landed in Massachusetts; another party,

for a similar cause, left the mother coun-

try, and landed in Connecticut; and

so a number of the early States were

formed by settlers who fled from their

native country through religious oppres-

sion. The young colonies grew until they

became somewhat formidable, and be-

gan to realize that they were entitled to

some common national privileges; that

they had a right to the protection of cer-

tain laws by which their ancestors were

protected; and also that they had a right

to an equal voice in the making of those

laws.

It is my intention to notice a mul-

tiplicity of minor circumstances, to por-

tray the tyrannical spirit that prevailed

in the English Parliament, and which

were only so many sparks to feed the

flame of revolution. What was the great-

est trouble? The right of making their

own laws was denied them by the King

and Parliament; and if they made laws,

the King claimed the right of abrogat-

ing those laws at pleasure, and also ap-

pointed officers who could dissolve the

National Assembly and levy taxes with-

out the consent of the inhabitants of the

Colonies.

These were the main causes of the

Revolution. God caused these causes

to operate upon the minds of the

colonists, until they nobly resisted the

power of the mother country. At that

time Great Britain stood pre-eminent

among the nations of Europe, and had

just finished the wars against several of

them combined. God inspired our fa-

thers to make the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, and sustained them in their

struggles for liberty until they con-

quered. Thus they separated themselves

from the parent stock; and, as an histo-

rian of that age quaintly said, when they

signed that Declaration, if they did not

all hang together, they would be sure to

all hang separately. Union is strength.

But how does this Revolution

progress? That is the question. Has

the great principle that colonies, territo-

ries, states, and nations have the right to

make their own laws, yet become estab-

lished in the world? I think if some of our

lawyers would peruse the musty statutes

at large, they would find that there are

several colonies of the United States who

have seen proper, under the limited pro-

visions then given them, to enact laws

for their own convenience; but they suf-

fered the mortification of having them

vetoed by the General Congress. Look,

for instance, at the statutes in relation

to the Territory of Florida, and see the

number of laws enacted by that people,

and repealed by act of Congress.

It is curious to me that the progress

of the Revolution has been so small, re-

ferring to that which is produced in the

minds of the whole American people. Ev-

ery organized Territory, wherever it ex-

ists, has the same right that the early

revolutionary fathers claimed of Great

Britain, and bled to obtain—that is, of

making its own laws and being repre-

sented in the General Assembly as a con-

federate power.

This Revolution may possibly in-

crease in the future, and is, no doubt,

progressing at the present time. One

individual in particular, during the


