
present session of Congress, has become so 
enlightened as to say in the House, “You 
have no business with the domestic relations 
of Utah;” and, consequently, I think the 
principle is making headway.

The United States have increased 
greatly in power, majesty, dominion, and 
extent, having half-a-dozen Territories at 
once already organized, and others call-
ing for an organization. Says the General 
Government to these organized bodies at 
a distance, “You may send a Delegate here, 
but he shall have no voice in the General 
Assembly; and if you make any laws that 
do not suit us, we will repeal them, and we 
will send you a Governor who will veto ev-
erything you do that does not exactly suit 
us.” I want to see the Revolution progress, 
so that the great head of the American 
nation can say to every separate colony, 
“Make your own laws, and cleave to the 
principles of the Constitution which gives 
that right.”

For me to rehearse the battles of 
Washington, and the incidents in the struggle 
for freedom which every schoolboy knows, 
would only be to consume time to little 
advantage. What has been the result? Our 
forefathers, by their blood, have purchased 
for us liberty; but as far as the rights of the 
weak are concerned, the Revolution has pro-
gressed slowly. For instance, the Territory of 
Oregon forms a provisional Government for 
itself, and then petitions Congress to receive  
her under their fostering care. The result  
is, they send them a convoy of Govern- 
mental officers, which, by-the-bye, never  
have time to get there; and if they should 
happen to arrive there, they are unwilling 
to stay; and thus the people have been left, 
a whole year at a time, without a regular set 
of officers. They are deprived of the privilege 
of voting in favor of or against the officers 
who are appointed to rule them, and of being

heard, through their Representative, in the 
halls of Congress. Who wants to go there, 
and not have a voice with the rest of them? 
Although we have sent a most eloquent 
gentleman to represent this portion of the 
American nation, and one who can cry 
“poor pussy” among them to a charm, yet, 
at the same time, he cannot have the privi-
lege of voting on any question, however 
detrimental to liberty and the Constitution.

But the Revolution is progressing, and 
the time is not far distant when Territories 
will enjoy privileges that have been held 
back for the purpose of pandering to a 
relict of that monarchy which oppressed 
the American people. Is it reasonable that 
people dwelling thousands of miles from 
the parent Government should not have 
the same privilege of regulating their own 
affairs as those who live in its vicinity? It is 
the same kind of oppression and restraint 
that was placed upon our Revolutionary 
Fathers by the King and his Parliament. 
The American Government has fallen into 
the same errors, touching this point, as the 
British Government did at the commence-
ment of the Revolution.

This is what I have to say on the rise 
and progress of the American Revolution. 
It is progressing slowly. While the na-
tion is extending itself, and increasing 
in power, wisdom, and wealth, it seems, 
at the same time, to remain, in some re-
spects, on the old ground occupied by the 
mother country in the early settlement of 
this land. I raise my voice against it, for I 
love American Independence: the principle 
is dear to my heart. When I have been in 
foreign countries, I have felt proud of the 
American flag, and have desired that they 
could have the enjoyment of as much lib-
erty as the American people.

At the same time, we have a right 
 to more liberty; we have a right to
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