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elect our own officers and have a voice in 
Congress in the management of the affairs 
of the nation. The time is coming when 
we shall have it. The Revolution will by 
and by spread far and wide, and extend 
the hand of liberty and the principles of 
protection to all nations who are willing to

place themselves under the broad folds of 
its banner.

These are about the remarks I wished to 
make, and the ideas that were in my mind. 
May God bless us all, and save us in his 
kingdom. Amen.

Re spec t ed  F r i end s  and  Fe l l ow 
Citizens—I am called upon, by the wish-
es and voice of many persons, to be one 
of your speakers on this ever memorable 
day. While I congratulate myself upon the 
honor which you have done me by this 
selection, I sincerely regret that I am not 
more amply qualified to answer your expec-
tations. But humble as my efforts may be 
on this occasion, they are the more freely 
offered, knowing that the ears and hearts 
of a generous people will make every al-
lowance for any deficiency that may ap-
pear in the style and subject matter of my 
discourse.

The bursts of eloquence that have thun-
dered from this stand this morning cannot 
fail to have awakened in the minds of the 
audience notions and views so enlarged, 
that it becomes a very difficult task for 
your present speaker to sustain and carry 
forward the interest and excitement with 
which your minds have already been fired 
by the speakers that have preceded me.

We are met, fellow citizens, to cele-

brate one of the most important events 
that ever embellished the pages of political 
history—an event of which every American 
heart is proud to boast, in whatever land or 
country he perchance may roam—I mean 
the bold, manly, and daring act of our fa-
thers in the Declaration of the Indepen
dence and Sovereignty of these United 
States—an act worthy to be engraven in 
letters of living light upon the tablets of 
our memory, and to be transmitted to our 
children, with the sacred charge that they 
teach it to their children, and to their chil-
dren’s children, till the “stripes and stars” 
float over every land, and are mirrored 
on the crest of every passing billow. They 
had not only the moral courage to sign the 
Declaration of our nation’s Independence, 
but hearts of iron and nerves of steel to de-
fend it by force of arms against the fear-
ful odds arrayed against them—the well-
disciplined armies and mercenary allies of 
the foolish and tyrannical George the III, 
King of Great Britain.

The progressive spirit of the times,
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