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sophically incline to this nearer and

greater land.

Europe may look with a jealous eye

upon the movements of this country, and

contemplate the settlement and adjust-

ment of a "Western question." But at

present there is an Eastern question

pending; and it may be wisdom and pol-

icy for the United States' Government

to press the adjustment of the Western

question simultaneously with that of the

Eastern question. If the Western ques-

tion is settled at all, now is the time for

the United States to settle it to the best

advantage.

In case of a general war, nation ris-

ing against nation, and kingdom against

kingdom, which we have every reason to

expect, it will be remembered that we

have an extensive coast to defend, not

only east and southerly, but also in the

west. The transportation of troops will

be unavoidable; and the sad and melan-

choly fate of many destined for the west-

ern coast by sea, around the southern

cape, should admonish the Government

to spare no pains or expense to construct

a railroad with all dispatch across the

continent, passing through the head and

center of Utah Territory; particularly as

the transportation of soldiers and the

munitions of war are among the less

weighty reasons why a railroad should

be constructed, connecting the Missouri

River with the Pacific coast.

But to confine ourselves for a mo-

ment to things within our own Basin.

Since the celebration, last year, of our

nation's birth, two of our great and

good men have fallen by the hand of

death—Doctor Willard Richards and Pa-

triarch John Smith. In them the cit-

izens of Utah have lost true and de-

voted friends; the country, patriots; the

Church, able advocates and defenders;

and large families, kind and affectionate

husbands and fathers; also several most

excellent men shot down by the hostile

savage from his ambush. Much suffer-

ing has been occasioned by the Indian

war. Many of our crops went to waste

last year, by reason of it, which has oc-

casioned rather a scanty supply of food.

But thanks be to God, never have the

fields of the valleys smiled with such

glowing prospects of abundant harvest

as at the present time.

It is true that some of our settlements

lost almost every head of stock they had,

by the Indians, last summer, and have

been compelled to cultivate their lands

with few horses and oxen; yet the exten-

sive fields of wheat now waving in the

breeze and fast ripening in the sun are

almost incredible.

Praise and thanksgiving be unto our

God! This year we have had peace with

the red men, and plenty is about to

crown the labors of the husbandman.

If the United States are dissatisfied

with the expenditure of the twenty thou-

sand dollars appropriated for the build-

ing of a State House in this Territory, be-

cause a house was purchased that was

already built, instead of building one, I

have no hesitancy in expressing my con-

viction that a Government draft on us

for the amount would be duly honored

ten days from sight, or ten minutes, per-

haps. Our Indian wars and other neces-

sary and indispensable drafts upon our

time and money in this new country have

prevented us from building a house; and

we, therefore, have been under the ne-

cessity of purchasing a very good and

commodious one, built before our Indian

troubles were so serious. My voice would

be to pay back the twenty thousand dol-

lars! And as the expenses of the war

have been wholly borne by us, without

a dime's appropriation for that purpose

having yet reached us, we may expect

to rely wholly on our own resources and

upon the arm of our God.


