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It is too true that this science has

been lightly spoken of by men of years

and experience; and I must say that it

is never pleasing to me to hear anything

by way of jest, or in sober earnest, that

may be calculated to beget in the rising

generation a dislike for this most impor-

tant branch of education. Should such

an influence prevail among our youth, it

needs not a prophetic eye to foretell the

results. When the present actors have

played their parts and retired from the

stage, our successors, in the persons of

our children, will not be able to keep a

proper journal of the events of their time,

to speak or write correctly, or to man-

age and conduct a periodical for the dif-

fusion of that knowledge which it has

pleased an all-wise Creator to shed forth

from the heavens in our day for the bene-

fit and salvation of man, without foreign

aid.

You have, undoubtedly, heard the

drunkard speak against drunkenness,

the thief against theft, and the profane

and profligate person against his course

of life, because he has weltered under the

smart and sting of his own immoral and

criminal acts.

But you never heard the enlightened

grammarian speak of this science in

terms of the slightest disrespect; and I

here predict that you never will, while

language remains the agent for the

transmission of thought.

The person unacquainted with the

science of music, who has no taste or

ear for it, might indulge in many slight

and ludicrous remarks on hearing a class

exercise in some of the first rudiments

and rules of the science. But to the

skillful musician, his remarks prove no

inconsistency or impropriety in the sci-

ence, but, on the contrary, that he him-

self is ignorant of it, and also of the

path that leads to its attainment. The

charms of music consist in the union and

harmony of its parts; and when executed

by scienced performers, it swells into a

melody that holds in spellbound admira-

tion all the finer and more elevated feel-

ings of the soul. But the path that leads

to the summit where the flowery charms

of this science are wafted on the breath

of our most skillful performers, and fall

on your ears with such pleasing accents,

is winding, steep, and rugged; and it

requires patience, perseverance, and in-

dustry to gain the eminence.

The music of language consists in

the union and harmony of the various

parts of speech of which it is composed;

and when tastefully selected to clothe

a useful thought or valuable idea, and

that thought or idea borne to your ear

in that dress, awakens emotions almost

as vividly pleasing as the maid of your

choice, when presented, entwined with

the bridal wreath, to receive your most

sacred vow.

We are met this evening, ladies and

gentlemen, to consider our inclination,

strength, and ability to commence or

recommence our journey up the rugged

steeps of the "Hill of Science."

The child from five to ten years of age

has little or no use for scientific knowl-

edge, from the fact that his childhood

bars him against those responsibilities

which he is destined to inherit in the pro-

gressive periods and stages of his life.

But as his mind becomes stronger and

more developed by the force of unavoid-

able circumstances, he is the better qual-

ified to acquire those principles of sci-

ence which will enable him more suc-

cessfully to stem the current of opposi-

tion in his upward course to moral and

spiritual excellence.

Were I now to refer you to our

highly-esteemed Governor and Presi-

dent, whose ear for music and lan-

guage is, perhaps, more acutely dis-

cerning than that of any other gentle-

man present, and ask him if he has


