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not more use for scientific knowledge

now, since the increased cares and re-

sponsibilities of both Church and State

are resting upon him, together with the

planning of public works, machinery,

and fortifications against Indians, &c.,

than when he first embraced this Gospel,

some twenty-five years ago, and went

preaching without "purse or scrip;" and

what do you imagine would be his an-

swer? Apply, then, this same principle

and course of reasoning to the Church,

and what do we discover? When she was

in her infancy, she did not attract the at-

tention and gaze of the world. She had

little use for scientific knowledge, and

little or no time to acquire it; but having

become stronger in her intellectual and

physical organization, by the force of un-

avoidable circumstances, such as moboc-

racy by earth's degenerate sons, and the

bounteous blessings of a generous Provi-

dence upon the loyal subjects of his eter-

nal laws, she begins to have greater use

for science, and is more eligibly situ-

ated to acquire it in these peaceful val-

leys than when buffeted in the States

upon the waves of political strife and re-

ligious intolerance, where, perhaps, the

first house erected for educational pur-

poses was lighted up by the torch of

the incendiary, whose lurid flames cast

a sickly glare upon our prospects for sci-

entific pursuits in that country.

We are fast growing into importance,

and the eyes of our nation are upon

us. Our words and our acts are duly

scanned by her officials in private; but

if this were all, we should have little to

fear. There is, however, a Power above,

high over all, that scrutinizes all our

acts and doings with an eye that never

sleeps. We are not only watched over

with fatherly care at home, but other

nations cast an occasional glance at us.

Their kings and their queens dream

of us, and God showeth them some

things as they are and as they will be.

There will be Daniels and Mordecais in

their courts, and, no doubt, Hamans too.

The political world is about to fall

and crumble in pieces, in consequence

of the great amount of repulsion which

its parts possess. The religious world

also, like Babel's mighty empire, or like

the millstone which the angel cast into

the sea, will sink in the whirlpools of

conflicting interests and sentiments, and

her remains be "like the gleaning of

grapes when the vintage is done." As

saviors on Mount Zion, and as restor-

ers of every just and holy law, whether

emanating from heaven, from nature, or

from the legislative councils of earth, let

us become qualified to act well our part

in the great and eventful scenes that will

open to our view, and not sacrifice our

birthright at the shrine of an unpardon-

able indifference in relation to qualifica-

tions that come within our grasp.

The rising generation are destined to

act a more important part in this drama

before us. I therefore call upon them

to awake and prepare to do honor to

their station, whatever or wherever it

may hereafter be, while we yet remain in

the chambers of the Almighty, with the

ensign of peace gently waving over our

heads, and plenty in our garners, and

our storehouses full.

Think not, my young friends, that you

can spend the prime and vigor of your

days in the vanities and pleasures of life,

and in your more advanced years store

your minds with wisdom and knowledge;

but let your youthful energies now be de-

voted to the acquisition of literary and

scientific knowledge, that when you ar-

rive to manly strength, dignity, and wis-

dom, you may call into immediate requi-

sition the fruits of your youthful labors

and toil.

Suffer not a sluggardly or indolent


