
It is good for those who profess to be 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
practice his doctrines, to keep his princi-
ples before them. It is good to speak often 
one to another concerning the things of 
the kingdom of God.

Man is a mystery to himself, and but 
few of the inhabitants of the earth inquire 
into their own organization—their being, 
their capacity, or even into principle. The 
nations of the earth come and go, and 
every person of reflection discerns a deep 
mystery in man. There is a spirit in man, 
and that spirit is more or less enlightened 
and instructed by a superior spirit; yet the 
hearts of men are absorbed in the things 
of time, and they wear out their lives in 
their efforts to preserve them. This is the 
reason why so many pass like a cloud. 
They are here; they take no thought only 
to subsist as long as they can, and they are 
gone forever.

Of those who have leisure and means 
to improve their minds and make them-
selves very useful, there are but few who 
do not squander their time and means. 
They do not improve upon their talents; 
or, as brother Heywood observed, they do 
not improve upon the capital they pos-
sess. There is a great amount of ignorance 
in the world; and most people are lacking 
in researches concerning their own origin. 
Some have not the opportunity, others 
have not the time, and with the majority 
their education is such that they have not 
the disposition for those researches. But 
above all, they waste the knowledge that is 
naturally within them—their natural en-
dowments. All men should study to learn 
the nature of mankind, and to discern 
that divinity inherent in them. A spirit 
and power of research is planted within, 
yet they remain undeveloped.

There is one very predominant trait
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