2 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

in the human family—the seeking for
power. The great majority constantly study
to gain influence—they traverse the world
over to attain it. This trait is, in a great
measure, derived from their traditions. As
the master acts, does, says, and believes so
does the servant. As the parent marks his
steps through life, so the steps of the chil-
dren are measured, and the millions of con-
sequent peculiarities have to be taken into
account in dealing with the human family.
Tradition seizes upon the scholar when he
first commences his education, and, more
or less, clings to the human family through
life; and we have to deal with people ac-
cording to their understanding. They are
only capable of receiving a certain portion
at a time.

What will satisfy the mind? Will gold?
Will silver? Will houses, lands, and posses-
sions? Search the world over, and you will
at once discover that they will not. Will
power and influence over their fellow be-
ings satisfy? They will not. They may give a
momentary satisfaction; but it soon passes
away like a morning cloud, and the pos-
sessors are still laboring and striving to at-
tain more. This was exhibited in the career
of Alexander the Great, who conquered al-
most the whole of the then known world,
and was still so dissatisfied with himself
and with his life—with his power and pos-
sessions—that he died in debauchery at
an early age. He obtained power, wealth,
fame, and renown, and was still so dissatis-
fied that he mourned, and wept, and threw
away his life ere arriving at middle age.

What would satisfy the children of men,
if they had it in their possession? Only truth
and the true principles and conduct flowing
from its observance. True, certain classes
of the inhabitants of the earth are pretty
well satisfied with themselves, through
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their researches in the philosophies of the
day, and especially in the science of astron-
omy, which gives the greatest scope to the
mind; and yet they are not fully satisfied.
What will satisfy us? If we understood all
principles and powers that are, that have
been, and that are to come, and had wis-
dom sufficient to control powers and ele-
ments with which we are associated, per-
haps we would then be satisfied. If this will
not satisfy the human mind, there is noth-
ing that will.

Is there any such thing as happiness
upon the earth? There is; and could people
understand its beginning—its germ, they
would strive to obtain truth and to increase
in true knowledge: then the person calcu-
lated to receive much would have enjoy-
ment in proportion, and one capacitated to
receive but little would be satisfied there-
with. Is there such knowledge upon the
earth? There is. Are there true principles?
There are, and we heard a portion of them
this morning in the doctrine of salvation.

If people understood true philosophy—
eternal philosophy, they would under-
stand that there is an eternity of matter.
Astronomers estimate that there is between
us and the nearest fixed star matter enough
from which to organize millions of earths
like this. There is an eternity of matter, and
it is all acted upon and filled with a por-
tion of divinity. Matter is to exist; it cannot
be annihilated. Eternity is without bounds,
and is filled with matter; and there is no
such place as empty space. And matter is
capacitated to receive intelligence.

If we could so understand true philoso-
phy as to understand our own creation, and
what it is for—what design and intent the
Supreme Ruler had in organizing matter and
bringing it forth in the capacity that I be-
hold you here today, we could comprehend
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