
human family; he raises up nations, king-
doms, and governments, and controls in 
the armies of the world. He rules in the 
heavens, and makes the wrath of man 
praise him, and gives his Spirit when and 
to whom he pleases. Shall I say that he has 
given it to his Saints all the day long? Yes; 
for I know that he has. Have they enjoyed 
the light of the Spirit of revelation? Yes; and 
so, more or less, has every being that has 
been born upon this earth. I never passed 
John Wesley’s church in London with-
out stopping to look at it. Was he a good 
man? Yes; I suppose him to have been, by 
all accounts, as good as ever walked on this 
earth, according to his knowledge. Has he 
obtained a rest? Yes, and greater than ever 
entered his mind to expect; and so have 
thousands of others of the various religious 
denominations. Why could he not build up 
the kingdom of God on the earth? He had 
not the Priesthood; that was all the diffi-
culty he labored under. Had the Priesthood 
been conferred upon him, he would have 
built up the kingdom of God in his day as it 
is now being built up. He would have intro-
duced the ordinances, powers, grades, and 
quorums of the Priesthood: but, not hold-
ing the Priesthood, he could not do it. Did 
the Spirit of God rest upon him? Yes, and 
does, more or less, at times, upon all people.

Christ is the light of the world, and light-
eth every man that cometh into it. Were it 
not for the light that is in the people, they 
would not hate us; they would not exclaim 
as they do—“We came here to cut your 
throats, but we cannot quite accomplish 
our purpose.” That is what they came for: 
they had no other intent, except, in addition,  
to plunder and destroy our property, and 
pollute our wives and daughters. What 
causes them to hate us? The light that is 
in them—the Spirit of the Almighty that

rests on the nations; which proves the old 
Scriptures to be true, where they state that 
the report of the work that the Lord would 
bring forth in the last days should make the 
people tremble and quake. The light that 
is in them convicts them and teaches them 
that the doctrine the Elders of Israel preach 
among them is the Gospel of salvation; 
and say they, “We will not have it.” Have 
you not heard many of them say that they 
would rather go to hell than believe it? “I 
will not believe what you preach, though I 
go to hell for disobeying it.”

That Spirit that is in them—the in-
spiration of the Almighty which giveth 
understanding—convinces them that the 
doctrine is true. Were it false doctrine, it 
would be thought no more of than any 
other of the numerous isms in the world. 
They would pass by it as kindly and as 
easily as they do Socialism, or any other 
doctrine. But it convicts the people. Am 
I sorry for them? I am. My soul aches for 
them, because they cannot resolve and 
act in accordance with the dictates of that 
Spirit which ever prompts the human heart 
aright. But rise up and declare, “We will 
not believe this doctrine.” What then? You 
must suffer. Thousands are suffering now; 
ministers are groaning in pulpits, and dea-
cons and lay members are groaning in con-
gregations: there are groans in secret places, 
in public places, in highways and by-ways: 
everywhere people are in pain, in sorrow, 
in misery; and, in short, are in hell. What 
is the matter? “‘Mormonism’ is yet in exis-
tence—it is not destroyed.” Why can they 
not muster courage enough to say, “Our 
independent organizations we will use, and  
will not suffer the Devil, nor fathers,  
mothers, priests, neighbors, worldly repu-
tation, riches, or anything else, to deter  
us from embracing and practicing the
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