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principles of eternal life?" That course

would at once start them on the road to

happiness. "But," says the Devil, "if I let

you go, you will get out of my power and

reach, and I cannot get you again." Sup-

pose the world should turn round and

say, "Mr. Devil, we have been co-partners

long enough!"

I remember that when I made a pro-

fession of religion, after being called an

infidel by the Christians, I often used to

get a little puzzled. The Evil One would

whisper to me that I had done this, that,

or some other thing wrong, and inquire

whether that looked like a Christian act,

and remark, "You have missed it; you

have not done right, and you know it; you

did not do as well in such a thing as you

might; and are you not ashamed of your-

self in saying that you are a Christian?

You profess the religion of Jesus Christ,

and now manifest such weakness!" Said

I, "Mr. Devil, it is none of your business.

You may go behind, or before, or in any

other direction; but you and I have dis-

solved partnership; and what I do, I am

accountable for to a more glorious Being

than you are. So long as we were in part-

nership, I had to give an account of my

doings to you; but now it is not for you

to fret yourself about my doings, for you

have no interest whatever in the matter."

And thus I have acted with him from

that time until now.

I have experienced and learned much

since I embraced the Gospel, and have

become thoroughly convinced that the

world lieth in ignorance, and are wan-

dering after a shadow—that is, false

principles. There is no solid peace and

joy, no permanent comfort and conso-

lation to be found between—shall I go

to the extremes? Yes, the sectarian

extremes—the top of the topless throne,

and the bottom of the bottomless pit.

There is not a particle of permanent

happiness between these two extremes

to the noble spirits within us. It is only

to be found in the principles of eternal

life that open the gates of heaven to all

believers. The man that places his af-

fections upon the gold, the silver, the

goods, chattels, and precious things of

this earth, and seeks for power over his

fellow man upon false principles, will

never realize the happiness that the no-

ble spirit within him is designed to enjoy.

Then cling to the principles of life

that open eternity and reveal to us what

we are, making known to us our relation-

ship to God, which to the world is a great

mystery.

In the year 1850, I entertained one

of my Baptist friends some two or three

weeks. I could not persuade him to

preach, but asked him a great many

questions; and I found him just where

I had left them years ago. I asked him

questions with regard to the doctrines

taught in the Bible. Could he answer

them? No: he was as ignorant as a child

of the great plan of salvation. During his

stay, I preached in the old Bowery; and

when I came to the point that I knew

he was looking for—to tell who God the

Father and God the Son are—I dropped

the subject. When we arrived home, he

said, "Brother Young, why did you not

go on a little further? You drew my

whole soul out to learn something that

I never had learned." I said to him that

I did not proceed further because he was

there. He then remarked—"I have been

preaching thirty years, and I was very

anxious to learn the true doctrine upon

the very point you spoke of today. I have

heard much about your people, and I tar-

ried here to learn. Why could you not

have told us more?" I replied—"I wish

you to teach." "But I do not know any-

thing about the subject." "I will so couch

my questions that you soon will. Do


