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President, if he has nothing more to eat

than potatoes and salt—a man who will

not aspire to become greater than the

people who appoint him, but be con-

tented to live as they live, be clothed as

they are clothed, and in every good thing

be one with them.

It is yet in the power of the people

of the United States to lay a foundation

to redeem themselves from the growing

consequences of past errors. What would

be the result, were the United States to

take this course—viz., to strike out that

clause in the Constitution that limits the

services of a President to four years, or

the term of service of any good man, and

continue to revise the Constitution and

laws as they become familiar with their

defects; then reduce the salaries of all of-

ficers in all the departments? Would not

such a course revolutionize any kingdom

or government, and be very likely to pro-

duce union and prosperity?

Are there any more improvements

that might be made? Yes. If we are

what we profess to be—a Republican

Government, there is no State in the

Union but what should be amenable to

the General Government holding to the

old English rights in Rhode Island. Then

Congress, with the President at their

head, could meet and veto every act

made by any department of the Govern-

ment, if it was necessary. So let Congress

come together when any of the States

transcend the bounds of right, and hold

them amenable for their actions. The

General Government should never give

any portion of the nation license to say

they are free and independent. This

should only apply to the nation as a

whole. We have a little experience in

this kind of independence. For instance,

the Government of the United States

were willing to take my money for lands

in Missouri, which were in the market;

but the people in that sovereign, that

free, and independent State rose up and

mobbed me, drove me from my posses-

sions, and confiscated my property to

themselves; and the General Govern-

ment has no power to redressmy wrongs.

This is only one instance among many

of the kind which I might enumerate to

show the impolicy and downright mock-

ery of such boasted independence. While

such outrages remain unredressed, this

nation never should defile the sacred

term by saying they have a REPUBLI-

CAN GOVERNMENT.

The General Constitution of our

country is good, and a wholesome gov-

ernment could be framed upon it, for it

was dictated by the invisible operations

of the Almighty; he moved upon Colum-

bus to launch forth upon the trackless

deep to discover the American Conti-

nent; he moved upon the signers of

the Declaration of Independence; and

he moved upon Washington to fight and

conquer, in the same way as he moved

upon ancient and modern Prophets, each

being inspired to accomplish the particu-

lar work he was called to perform in the

times, seasons, and dispensations of the

Almighty. God's purpose, in raising up

these men and inspiring them with dar-

ing sufficient to surmount every oppos-

ing power, was to prepare the way for

the formation of a true Republican gov-

ernment. They laid its foundation; but

when others came to build upon it, they

reared a superstructure far short of their

privileges, if they had walked uprightly

as they should have done.

What shall be done? Let the peo-

ple, the whole American people, rise up

and say they will have these abuses

regulated, and no longer suffer politi-

cal demagogues to gamble away their

money, but turn them out of office to

attend to their own business. Let

the people make a whip, if not of

good tough rawhide, of small cords at

least, and walk into the temple of


