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the nation, and cleanse it thoroughly

out, and put in men who will legislate

for their good, instead of gambling away

their money and trifling with the sacred

interests of the nation which have been

entrusted to their keeping.

I would not speak so plainly, were it

not that statesmen use the same privi-

lege, and that, too, in the halls of Legis-

latures. We can never get a true Repub-

lican government upon any other princi-

ple. The object those have in view who

look and long for the gaudy trash of this

world should be removed, that men may

occupy the high and responsible seats of

the nation who will care for the welfare

of the people, and cannot be bought with

money, or that which it can purchase.

Can the Constitution be altered? It

can; and when we get a President that

answers our wishes to occupy the execu-

tive chair, there let him sit to the day of

his death, and pray that he may live as

long as Methuselah; and, whenever we

have good officers, strive to retain them,

and to fill up vacancies with good men,

until there are none who would let the

nation sink for a can of oysters and a

lewd woman.

The signers of the Declaration of In-

dependence and the framers of the Con-

stitution were inspired from on high to

do that work. But was that which

was given to them perfect, not admit-

ting of any addition whatever? No; for

if men know anything, they must know

that the Almighty has never yet found

a man in mortality that was capable,

at the first intimation, at the first im-

pulse, to receive anything in a state of

entire perfection. They laid the foun-

dation, and it was for after generations

to rear the superstructure upon it. It

is a progressive—a gradual work. If

the framers of the Constitution and the

inhabitants of the United States had

walked humbly before God, who de-

fended them and fought their battles

when Washington was on the stage of

action, the nation would now have been

free from a multitude of place-hunters

who live upon its vitals. The country

would not have been overrun with mur-

derers and thieves, and our cities filled

with houses of ill fame, as now; and men

could have walked the streets of cities,

or traveled on conveyances through the

country, without being insulted, plun-

dered, and perhaps murdered; and an

honest, sober, industrious, enterprising,

and righteous people would now have

been found from one end of the United

States to the other.

The whole body is deranged; and the

head, which ought to be the seat of sense

and the temple of wisdom, is insensible

to the wants of the body, and to the fact

that, if the body sinks, the head must

sink also.

I want to tell a political anecdote; or,

at least, I will tell it so nigh that you will

guess the whole of it. Two fellows were

stump speaking for office in the State of

Illinois: one of them was a lawyer, of

flowery, eloquent speech; and the other

was a rough and ready homespun me-

chanic, but a man of sound sense. The

lawyer made his speech in flaming lan-

guage, interlarding it with expressions

of sensitive regard for the people's in-

terests. The mechanic mounted the ros-

trum, and says he—"I cannot make a

speech to cope with this man's speech;

but I can tell you what he and I want.

He wants your votes. Now, if you will

give me your votes, when I get into office,

you may——and be damned." They both

felt so; and there are but few exceptions

to this practice. Office seekers are full of

tricks and intrigues of every kind to get

an office, and then the people may——

and be damned.

The progress of revolution is quite

considerable in every government of


