
Lancashire, and brother George com-
menced reading the Book of Mormon. 
After a little, he rose up and said, “The land 
of America is the promised land; it is Zion, 
and we shall be gathered there, although 
you have not told us anything about it.” 
He prophesied that within two weeks after 
he was baptized. The Holy Ghost dwelt in 
you to show you things to come. It showed 
brother George that this was the land of 
Zion, and that the Saints in all nations had 
to be gathered there: it brought it to his re-
membrance, if he had ever thought of the 
thing before and forgotten it. This is the ef-
fect it had upon you. I presume there is not 
a single individual but what can exclaim, 
“It was really so.”

That same Holy Ghost inspired you 
to speak in new tongues, to prophesy, to 
interpret tongues, to see visions, and have 
dreams to edify and comfort you. It was 
with you when you went out, and when 
you came in—when you lay down, and 
when you rose up. That is the office of 
the Holy Ghost—to dwell and abide with 
those who keep the commandments of the 
Almighty in faith believing. He delights to 
dwell with such; but he does not delight to 
dwell in unholy temples. You know that 
naturally, because there is not one of you, 
unless you make a practice of being filthy 
and dirty yourselves, that ever wishes to go 
into a filthy place.

Now, if these are your feelings, for 
heaven’s sake do not ask the Holy Ghost to 
dwell with you, when you do not pursue a 
course to cleanse the body, not only inter-
nally, but externally, from the crown of the 
head to the soles of the feet. You know this 
is what I believe to be sanctification.

I have heard brother Gifford talk 
about sanctification, and I understand 
the principle of sanctification was laid 
before you by President Young. What

would sanctify you and prepare you to en-
ter into the presence of God, and to enjoy 
his Spirit?

We read in the Bible that the Lord told 
Joshua to sanctify Israel; for, says he, “there 
is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O 
Israel.” And on the morrow they sanctified 
themselves by stoning to death Achan, the 
son of Carmi, who stole the wedge of gold 
and the Babylonish garment. They also 
stoned to death his wife and his children, 
his oxen and his asses, and burnt them 
with fire, together with his tent, the silver, 
the gold, and the garment, in the valley of 
Achor.

Thus all Israel put to death the trans-
gressor, and sanctified themselves before 
the Lord. Would it not be an excellent 
course to pursue with this people, to sanc-
tify them to the fullest extent of the word? 
There are individuals in these valleys who 
profess to be Latter-day Saints; but do they 
by their works make their profession hon-
orable? No; their works and their profes-
sion are very dissimilar indeed. I think it 
would be an excellent thing for this people 
to be sanctified from such persons, and 
have them cleansed from our midst, by 
making an atonement.

You may say, “You might put this into 
practice; but it would extend to many who 
are passing through here, who steal and 
plunder, and drive away cattle and horses.” 
But let me inform you that there are many 
instances of that kind, where they are en-
couraged, or property is put into their 
hands by characters who dwell here and 
profess to be Saints.

When you undertake to prune a diseased 
tree, you commence your operations at the 
root of the evil, and continue to trim it out 
to the top of the tree, or as far as it extends, 
and throw the diseased branches into the
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