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brush heap and burn them, as I used to do
when I was logging, and then take the ashes
and make potash and soap with them, and
then cleanse away filthiness with it. This is
what I call sanctification.

So you see I am in full fellowship with
my brethren, though I was not here last
Sunday when the subject was introduced.
I can bear testimony to every word they
said as being true, because I never knew
them to tell a lie. My feelings are, I wish to
God wickedness was done away from our
midst. My brethren and myself have often
reflected and remarked upon the happiness
we should enjoy when we could fully sepa-
rate ourselves from the world, from wicked
men, wicked women, and wicked practices.

Previous to our coming to these valleys,
I wished and prayed that, when we went
to the valleys, there would not any of the
wicked persons follow us who are eternally
hanging on our skirts. These are my feel-
ings and desires now, and the earnest wish-
es of hundreds and thousands of men and
women who dwell in these valleys.

I know there is a good people here—a
better people than dwells in any other por-
tion of the world. And the emigrants who
are going to California are perfectly aston-
ished, when they arrive here, to see that
we are a civilized people. They are aston-
ished beyond measure as they gaze upon
this people, whom they supposed to be a
poor, miserable, outcast race of beings. Did
any of them ever go into a city where there
were more peace and prosperity, and as few
loafers, since they were born? We never saw
any loafers in our streets until they came.
I am not saying anything against them,
but I am noticing the views they entertain
about us. They have expressed it many
times, that they never were so astonished
as when they came into these valleys
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and found a civilized and industrious peo-
ple—a people who knew how to build up
a city, and incorporate it, and enforce the
laws. And a day will come when we shall
put them in force more strictly. God is
only waiting upon you in his compassion,
that peradventure you may repent of and
forsake all evil, and turn to him.

We are the people of God; we are the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, the foundation of which, in these
last days, was begun by the Almighty send-
ing an holy angel to Joseph Smith to reveal
to him his will and establish the everlast-
ing Gospel that was preached in the days of
Jesus, even faith, repentance, and the laying
on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost,
and the ordaining of Apostles, Prophets,
Teachers, Evangelists, Pastors, Patriarchs,
Bishops, Deacons, Priests, and Elders. This
is the true Church of God, although there
may be a few in the valleys who do not live
up to their holy profession; but because
they are unfaithful to their God and to
their religion, it does not affect in the least
the truthfulness of the principles of heaven.
I see some turn away from this Church
because of the conduct of others. This has
nothing to do with our faith; but we are to
have our faith grounded. It is for us to dig
deep, and lay our foundation upon a rock,
that when the winds blow, and the storms
and hurricanes beat upon us, we may still
find ourselves firmly established upon the
rock of truth.

I will tell you, gentlemen (I address
myself to those who have nothing to do
with us as a people), this is the Church
and kingdom of our God; and the day
will come, eventually, when the na-
tions and kingdoms of the earth will
become the “kingdoms of our God and
his Christ.” This doctrine is found in
this good old book, the Bible, which
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