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all of you profess to believe, and have to

kiss to give validity to your oaths, when

you are sworn before a magistrate to tell

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing

but the truth.

We believe in every man having his

rights, and being sustained in them. And

we wish you to understand that we are

not exactly such a people as many sup-

pose.

It is believed in the world that our

females are all common women. Well,

in one sense they are common—that is,

they are like all other women, I suppose;

but they are not unclean, for we wipe all

unclean ones from ourmidst: we not only

wipe them from our streets, but we wipe

them out of existence. And if the world

want to practice uncleanness, and bring

their prostitutes here, if they do not re-

pent and forsake such sins, we will wipe

the evil out. We will not have them in

this valley, unless they repent; for, so

help me God, while I live, I will lend

my hand to wipe such persons out; and

I know this people will.

Such things cannot exist here. The

civil authorities will never make a law

admitting of prostitution in the City of

the Great Salt Lake: it never can be

permitted while we live. We know it is

the custom among some nations to au-

thorize by law such abominations, giv-

ing licenses to houses of ill fame. But

remember, if ever it is allowed among

this people, it will be when righteous-

ness has ceased to dwell in their midst.

It never can be allowed in this commu-

nity in male or female, whether they be-

long to the Church or not; and we will

wipe out such abominations, the Lord be-

ing our helper.

That is sanctification. Our holy

religion is to purify, purge, cleanse,

and sanctify this people. We care not

what people think or say about our

course in this respect; it is our re-

ligion, and we will not have corrup-

tion where we dwell, if we can help it.

That is one reason we were not permit-

ted to live in the States: we were deter-

mined, by the help of God, to be virtuous

men and women. So they drove us, from

time to time, and from place to place, un-

til they drove us into the mountains; and

I assure you, I, for one, feel thankful to

my God that I live in these mountains,

and that there is no man or woman who

loves righteousness but what will feel as

I do.

The Lord has led us upstairs until we

have entered into the chamber; and, for

heaven's sake, let us not pollute it, for

fear we should be led downstairs again.

We are now high up towards the pres-

ence of the Lord, and he feels to bless

us, and his hand is over us for good; and

he will curse every hand that is raised

against us, if we will do right; and our

enemies will go backwards and not for-

wards.

My prayer is, by night and by day,

that every man and woman that bless

this people, and desire to do them good,

may be blessed of the Lord God; and I

know he will bless them. But every man

and woman who shall raise a weapon

against this people, or devise evil against

them, my prayer is, that they may be

cursed; and they certainly will be cursed,

and God will frustrate all their designs,

and he will lead his people on from vic-

tory to victory, until they triumph over

all their enemies.

What do you say, brethren and sis-

ters? Do you not think it best for us to

do right, each person individually being

led by the dictations of the Holy Spirit,

listening diligently to those who are ap-

pointed to lead, govern, and dictate this

people? You know what I mean by this.

President Young is our governor and our

dictator. It is for me to walk with him,

and for you to walk with those who go

before you.

I know how it is in the world, for

I have lived there. I was born in Ver-


