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Smith was not permitted to translate;
but that portion he had translated was
turned over, leaf after leaf, and pre-
sented before their eyes, and they saw
the engravings upon the plates.

This angel, clothed in brightness and
glory, stood before them with the plates
in his hands, showing them the engrav-
ings upon them. They also heard the
voice of the Lord out of the heavens,
commanding them to bear record of the
things they saw and heard to all nations,
kindred, tongues, and people. The testi-
mony which they have borne I have read
in your hearing.

Now, was there any possibility of
these three men, together with Mr.
Smith, who was in their company, be-
ing deceived? If they were deceived, then
there is the same reason to suppose the
Apostles were deceived, who profess to
have seen Jesus ascend into heaven from
the Mount of Olives. There would be
the same reason to suppose that Peter,
James, and John were deceived when
they saw Moses and Elias on the Mount
of Transfiguration; if these men were de-
ceived, then there is no truth nor cer-
tainty in anything that ever was beheld;
for no persons could bear testimony in
stronger language than these three wit-
nesses have done in the Book of Mormon.

Joseph Smith, Jun., could not be de-
ceived himself; for it was by an angel
that he was commanded to go to the
place where the records were deposited;
it was by an angel he was told to take
them from the place of their long deposit,
together with the Urim and Thummim,;
and it was by the Urim and Thummim,
connected with prayer, that he was en-
abled to translate the plates into the En-
glish language: consequently, he could
not be deceived.

We have proved that the other three
witnesses could not be deceived; conse-
quently four men bear testimony that
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they not only saw the plates, but also
that they saw an angel of God: they also
heard his voice, and saw the plates in
his hands and the engravings upon the
plates, and heard the voice of God out of
heaven commanding them to bear their
testimony to all people upon the face of
the earth to whom the translation should
be sent.

Can you find, among all the nations
and kingdoms upon the earth, one indi-
vidual that can bear testimony that he
has ever seen the original of any one
of the books of the Old and New Testa-
ment? No. We defy the world to pro-
duce a true copy of the original of any
book of the Bible, and prove it to be
such. They may search their libraries
from beginning to end, and examine all
the archives of the nations, and they
cannot find an original copy, or even a
copy written centuries after the original
writer was known to exist.

The learned have conjectured that
some of those five manuscripts I have
mentioned were written in the sixth
century; but this is disputed. Cas-
simir Oudin says that the Alexandrian
Manuscript, instead of being written in
the sixth century, was made in the tenth.
With regard to the times of their being
written, no dependence can be placed.

But here four men actually beheld
the original plates, saw an holy angel,
and heard the voice of God. Are they
the only witnesses? No: there are eight
other men, whose names and testimony
I have read before this congregation—
persons with whom I am individually ac-
quainted as well as with the translator
and the three witnesses I have already
named. I have been at the house where
this Church was organized. I have seen
the place where the angel descended and
showed them the plates.

Eight other witnesses testify that
Joseph Smith showed them the plates,
and that they saw the engravings



