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upon them, and that they had the

appearance of ancient work and curi-

ous workmanship. They describe these

plates as being about the thickness

of common tin, about eight inches in

length, and from six to seven in breadth.

Upon each side of the leaves of these

plates there were fine engravings, which

were stained with a black, hard stain,

so as to make the letters more legible

and easier to be read. Through the back

of the plates were three rings, which

held them together, and through which

a rod might easily be passed, serving as

a greater convenience for carrying them;

the construction and form of the plates

being similar to the gold, brass, and lead

plates of the ancient Jews in Palestine.

Thus we see that twelve individuals

saw the plates before the contents were

placed before the world, and before they

were called upon to believe in them. Is

not this a sufficient testimony and evi-

dence? If the world would not believe

twelve men who have seen the origi-

nals, handled them with their hands, be-

held the engravings upon them—four of

whom had seen the angel of God and

heard his voice—if they would not be-

lieve this, would they believe the ev-

idence and testimony of ten thousand

individuals? Jesus declares—"In the

mouth of two or three witnesses every

word shall be established."

When we appear before the judg-

ment seat of Christ, and go into his

presence, we are informed we shall be

judged by his word. "My word shall

judge you at the last day," says Je-

sus. "The words that I speak unto

you shall judge you." If, then, the

words which he spake, and which he

inspired his Apostles and Prophets to

declare to the people, are to be the

laws by which mankind are to be judged

at the last day, it is necessary that

they should have some little evidence

and testimony concerning his words.

We are presenting this evidence

and testimony before you; and if the

Lord gave four witnesses, and by them

condemned the antediluvian world—

namely, Noah and his three sons—if

their preaching, their testimony, and

works of righteousness condemned the

antediluvians, and they were over-

thrown by the flood, why may we not

suppose that four witnesses alone, if God

did not see proper to send any more,

would condemn any other generation?

We find that Lot was the only wit-

ness who was sent to warn the inhabi-

tants of Sodom, and to call upon his kins-

men to flee from the midst of those cities,

in order to escape the terrible judgments

announced against them. He testified

that an angel of God came to him and

told him that the Lord was about to de-

stroy those cities: he said that this an-

gel lodged with him overnight, and that

the Lord had sent him as a witness; and

his testimony condemned his kinsmen

and the inhabitants of Sodom, and they

were overthrown and perished in their

wickedness.

Who was sent to the inhabitants

of Nineveh to warn them? Only one

witness—namely, Jonah. He was sent to

a strange nation—to a people that were

unacquainted with him: they could not

tell by any natural appearance whether

he was a righteous man or an impostor.

He had a curious story to tell them, that

he came part of the way to their country

in a ship, and part of the way in the belly

of a whale. But how could they know

that he came in the belly of a whale, or

that he was not an impostor? Yet the

Lord told them, through Jonah, that if

they did not repent, they would all be de-

stroyed in forty days. They concluded to

repent, and the Lord spared them, which

made Jonah angry.

When the Lord sent a preparatory

message to prepare the way for his


