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corded on these gold plates, and they
were handed down until some 400 years
after Christ. Many sacred revelations
are recorded on them, and prophecies
that reach to our day, and down to the
end of all things.

If you search this record from begin-
ning to end, you will find the histori-
cal part perfectly consistent. You cannot
prove that Joseph Smith is an impostor
from any inconsistencies in the histori-
cal part of the work.

If you search the discoveries of all the
antiquarians that have written since the
discovery of America concerning the an-
cient inhabitants of this land you can-
not put your finger upon one particle of
evidence from their researches that will
come in contact with the Book of Mor-
mon.

If you examine its prophecies, you
will find many that the Jewish records
speak nothing of—prophecies that relate
to the Indians, and that relate to the rise
of this Church, to the Millennium, and
to many things that the other Prophets
have not touched upon; and also many of
the events predicted in the Jewish Bible
were delivered to the Prophets in this
land. Compare the prophecies of the
Jewish records with those in the Book
of Mormon, and you will find no clash-
ing or jarring; consequently, you cannot
condemn the Book of Mormon, Joseph
Smith, and these witnesses to be impos-
tors from the prophetic declarations of
that book.

Try its doctrine, and you will find
that the Gospel taught in ancient Amer-
ica 1,800 years ago is like that taught
in ancient Judea and the regions round
about. Did the ancient Apostles in Pales-
tine teach faith in Jesus Christ, repen-
tance, and baptism for the remission of
sins? So did the ancient Apostles and
Prophets in America. Did the Apostles
in Judea practice the laying on of hands
for the gift of the Holy Ghost? So did
the ancient Israelites of America. Did

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Jesus and his disciples organize the
Church in Asia with revelators and in-
spired men in it—with prophets and
prophetesses, with dreams, visions, and
revelations? So did the ancient Israelites
in America do the same thing. They, the
ancient Apostles, organized the Church
with miracles and gifts, with power to
heal the sick, to cast out devils, to work
miracles, and with power over the ele-
ments. The Book of Mormon tells us that
the Israelites on ancient America orga-
nized one after the same pattern. Conse-
quently, if we examine the whole struc-
ture of the Church in Palestine and the
structure of the Church in ancient Amer-
ica, we find no jar; so, no man upon the
face of the earth can condemn Joseph
Smith and these three witnesses from
any inconsistency in their doctrine.

Compare the miracles that are
recorded in the Book of Mormon with
those recorded in the Bible, and you will
find no unreasonable miracles in the one,
more than in the other. There is no fish
story in it—nothing about a man's be-
ing carried in a whale's belly three days
and three nights; though, if such a story
was in it, we should believe it, the same
as we do the Jewish history of Jonah.
There is nothing said in this book about
three men being put into a furnace of
fire, heated seven times hotter than ever
before, and yet the three men receiving
no harm. We believe the Bible when it
records this great miracle; but there is
nothing which to the atheist is so appar-
ently inconsistent as that.

The miracles recorded in the Book
of Mormon were of such a nature as
to be worthy of the exertion of Di-
vine power. If the sick were healed,
it was because Jesus had promised his
servants they should lay their hands
on them, and they should be healed.
If they prophesied, it was concern-
ing future events, because the Lord



