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there is a hundredfold more evidence to

prove the Divine authenticity of the Book

of Mormon than what we have to prove

the Palestine records.

But this is not all. We do not rest

our evidence alone on the testimony of

these twelve witnesses; our hopes are

built upon a foundation surer than all

these external testimonies. The Latter-

day Saints are not that enthusiastic peo-

ple who open their mouths and swallow

down doctrines because they are popular,

because their fathers believed them; but

we believe a doctrine because we have

evidence to substantiate it; and then, in

addition to this, we seek for more truth

and knowledge.

The Book of Mormon informs us how

we may not only have faith in that book

because of the evidence and testimony

accompanying it; but how we may obtain

a knowledge concerning its truth. The

Book of Mormon informs us, as well as

the Holy Scriptures, that if we will re-

pent and be baptized, we shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghost.

We have tried the experiment. We

have repented of our sins, we have

turned from our transgressions, and

humbled ourselves, like little children,

before the Lord; we were buried in the

water, and brought out of the water; then

hands were laid upon us, and we re-

ceived the gift of the Holy Ghost, and

this gave us a knowledge of the truth.

What are the effects of the Holy

Ghost? Jesus says, in the last chapter

of Mark, "These signs shall follow them

that believe; In my name they shall cast

out devils; speak with new tongues; take

up serpents; and if they drink any deadly

thing, it shall not hurt them: they shall

lay hands on the sick, and they shall re-

cover."

The promise of the signs was not

to the Apostles alone, but he said

unto them, "Do you go and preach the

word in all the world; and he that

believes your testimony and is baptized

shall receive salvation, and those that

will not believe shall be damned; and

these signs shall follow them that do be-

lieve." We have believed, repented, been

baptized, and received the gift of the

Holy Ghost; and we found the promise

verified. If it were not so, we should then

know it to be an imposition. If we found

that Jesus did not fulfil his promise after

we fully obeyed his word, we should then

know the same to be false.

Let me say to this congregation that

there would not have been a Church of

Latter-day Saints five years upon the

earth, had he not fulfilled his promise af-

ter we had obeyed his word, because he

made this promise not only in the Book

of Mormon and the New Testament, but

by direct revelation through the Prophet,

that if the people would do thus and so,

they should be blessed with such and

such gifts. Now, suppose the people, af-

ter having tried it, did not receive those

gifts, the whole Church would have apo-

statized, and turned and declared it all

false—Book of Mormon, Bible, and ev-

erything else. Why? Because these

books made a promise on certain condi-

tions, which was not fulfilled.

But when the people believed and

were baptized for the remission of sins,

and filled with the Holy Ghost, and the

visions of the future were opened to

them, and the spirit of prophecy rested

upon them, and they beheld the sick re-

covering, the blind receiving their sight,

and the deaf hearing, "Surely," said they,

"this must be of God; for the Lord never

would have confirmed an imposition to

us by granting the gifts of the Gospel."

But may not the Devil perform

miracles? Satan was to come with

all power, signs, and lying wonders,

and with all deceivableness of un-

righteousness in them that perish,

because they had pleasure in un-


