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One thing is very true concerning
the Gospel of salvation—the revelations
of Jesus Christ—the kingdom of God
upon the earth: Let any people en-
joy peace and quietness, unmolested,
undisturbed—never be persecuted for
their religion, and they are very likely to
neglect their duty, to become cold and in-
different, and lose their faith. That is the
experience of every person, more or less;
and I wish to offer a few reflections on
the propriety of the Lord's leading this
people in the way that he does. We be-
lieve, for it is so written in the Bible, that
the Lord wishes a people of his own—
a kingdom of his own upon this earth,
which is his.

June 27, 1844, a little over four-
teen years after the organization of this
Church, Joseph Smith was slain. In his
day there were but very few years of rest
for the Saints. They occupied Nauvoo
longer than any other one place: they
lived there about seven years. We left
Nauvoo in 1846, and from that time until
now this Church has not been compelled
to abandon their property and homes.
We came here in the best and quick-
est way in our power, and have been
building, fencing, planting, sowing, and
making ourselves comfortable. It is now
more than ten years since we first lo-
cated here, unmolested and undisturbed.

If we will reflect upon our own ex-

perience, and what has passed before us
during that time, and notice the facts
now transpiring, we cannot avoid know-
ing that much of the conduct of this peo-
ple has been directly in opposition to our
becoming the kingdom of God in its pu-
rity on the earth. Let the people con-
sider for themselves whether we have,
so far as we could have done, been tak-
ing a course to become that kingdom that
we anticipate, or whether we have not
been more or less dependent upon our
enemies for many things that we could
have produced, or done without. When
persons can understand the ways of the
Lord, and what he designs concerning
his people, they will know that it was ab-
solutely necessary for the Lord to take
the course he has with this people, in or-
der to bring forth that which he designs
to produce in the latter times. Were we
to live unmolested, uninterrupted, with-
out persecution and hatred from our en-
emies, as I have told you, and it has
been sounded in your ears all the day
long, we might expect that we had apo-
statized from the truth. Persecution and
hatred by those who love not the truth
are a legacy bequeathed by the Savior to
all his followers; for he said they should
be hated of all men for his name's sake.
If we had ceased to be persecuted and
hated, we might fear; but the prospect
is encouraging.



