44 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

ligion, our enemies would spare us and hail
us as friends; but if we will not yield that
point, they will endeavor to destroy us.
But the Lord Almighty rules in the heav-
ens, and controls our enemies to a certain
extent, and overrules their acts. He has
his own purposes to accomplish as much
now as he ever has had upon the face of
the earth—as much as he had in the cruci-
fixion of the Savior. Could he have found
a righteous man on the earth who would
have betrayed his only Son? He could
not. Would a man with his eyes open to
see, and filled with the revelations of the
Lord, have betrayed Jesus into the hands of
Pilate? No. God overruled and selected a
hypocrite—an ungodly, base, vile wretch,
and placed him among the Apostles to
accomplish that purpose, as much as he
raised up Pharaoh.

God never hardened the heart of
Pharaoh; he never ordained that wicked-
ness should possess any man. Judas loved
wickedness from his youth. Pharaoh was
raised up to do what he did, because he was
wicked from his youth: wickedness and ha-
tred to every holy principle took possession
of him, and God set him on the throne of
Egypt to accomplish his purposes.

So it is with the men who are at the
helm of our Government: God has selected
them to rule, because the people are wick-
ed, and will not hearken to his voice. They
have killed his Prophets and many of his
people, and he has placed corrupt, wicked
men in office to rule and bear sway—what
for? To show forth his wisdom. The hand
of God is in all this, and he lets loose those
wicked creatures, in order to drive us to do
that which his mercies fail to induce us to
perform.

Let him pour gold and silver into
our laps, and cause the earth to yield
that abundance we desire, and would
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we know how to appreciate and use such
great blessings?

If we constantly have plenty, pleasure,
ease, and comfort, will the women make
starch? No. Will they braid straw for hats
and bonnets? No. How many bonnets are
manufactured in this Territory? Can you
see a woman here today wearing a beautiful
straw bonnet, the work of her own hands?
There are a few coarse ones, when you can
make them either fine or coarse.

I have prevailed upon a few men to
commence hat-making, and they have
done something towards supplying the
market; and a few are engaged in tanning
leather: but if we had plenty of gold and
silver and stores full of goods, would the
people engage in and encourage home
manufacture? No, as past experience has
proved. They would be riding around in
their carriages, and talking about going to
California, where they can get gold and
make themselves rich.

The Lord cannot save us in riches, be-
cause we do not yet know what to do with
them. And when we are blessed and fa-
vored, like the children of Israel in olden
times, we wax fat and kick.

It is purely in order to save the greatest
possible number of this people, that cir-
cumstances have transpired as they have;
and it is a marvel that the Lord has let us
have so long a time of peace.

Now the sisters begin to learn that such
an article as flax used to be raised and man-
ufactured in their young days; and I hear a
number saying, “If I had flax, I could work
it up.” You may now hear men say, “We
used to make oil from flax seed.” But if you
had plenty of money, and traders brought
oil here, you would never raise a seed.

Flax cultivated only for oil will pay as well
as any other crop that is raised, to say noth-
ing of the lint, which is in great demand.
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