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of our women are inclined to say, "What

do you mean by a spinning wheel? What

do you mean by a loom?" Such are female

loafers, who bring up their children in

idleness, and buy starch in the stores in-

stead of making it. But now, thank God,

there are no stores in which to buy; and

I hope there will not be any more here,

for it is the conduct of traders who have

fattened in our midst that has brought

an army into our Territory. I would

rather see every building and fence laid

in ashes than to see a trader come in

here with his goods. I want you to under-

stand that we are in favor of homemanu-

facture in good earnest. Raise sheep and

flax, and make cloth, and raise cotton, as

fast as you can, and we will try to im-

prove.

I am willing to leave this place, if I

am called upon, and to take joyfully the

spoiling of my goods. It is all right. It

is a trouble for us to take care of the

property we have; and if I knew that it

was just as pleasing to the Lord, I would

rather reduce it to ashes. We can move

chairs, bureaus, &c. "Shall we take out

such articles first?" Charge your minds

with this counsel, Bishops and all Elders

of Israel: The articles of food are first to

be moved to safe places. Take care of the

eatables, and see that they are well se-

cured. Take care of our grain, &c., first;

and see that the Indians cannot get our

oxen and cows. Then we will take care

of the people; and then, if we have time,

we can move more or less of the valuable

furniture, and cache our doors, lumber,

&c. Perhaps wemay come back here, and

perhaps not. I would as soon be here as

anywhere, and anywhere as here, wher-

ever the Lord may require me.

With regard to doctrinal points,

that which we do not understand

should not be talked about in this

stand; and the Elders of Israel should

never contend about any point of doc-

trine that does not pertain to the present

day's salvation. Brother Hyde has been

speaking of our Father and God. The

remarks are very good; but what does

the point involved in his remarks con-

cern us? It is neither here nor there; and

there are many ideas that may be ad-

vanced without enlightening our minds.

When I go to where Joseph is, he will be

the President of this dispensation. If he

is the God that stands there, and I do

not see any other, it will be right; or if

Peter is God, all right, for he never will

become a God, unless he is duly exalted

to that station. Joseph will not be God to

this people, unless he is crowned a God;

and if he is, he will be like the rest of

the Gods, and what will be the differ-

ence? Suppose that Enoch, Abraham, or

Moses be our God, or the Prophet Isa-

iah, what is the difference? Who cares?

There are many things the brethren talk

about that are neither here nor there to

us. They had better be looking after a

few potatoes from which to make starch,

or straw for making bonnets.

Eight years ago I told you to gather

up and save your wagon covers and

tents, for you would want them; and

since then I have seen thousands of good

cloth needlessly exposed to the elements,

and rotting in our streets. Now peo-

ple need the cloth they walked underfoot

years ago. Who will pity them? Not I.

There has been more cloth wasted, dur-

ing the ten years past, than would clothe

this community. The calicos, starch,

sugar, candle-wicking, &c., are now gone.

Are there many in this congregation

who can make candle-wicking out of cot-

ton? "Do they make it of cotton? Re-

ally I am surprised!" Do not be so ig-

norant, but say you can make it. A

few years ago, a widow came here with

five children. She was poor, and at first


