
the commandment of God, and sustained 
by the promise of Jehovah. This principle 
was clearly manifest in the case of Joseph 
sold into Egypt. God designed him to rule, 
and indicated the same by singular dreams 
and visions to the lad. This excited the 
jealousy of his brethren, and they began to 
persecute him: yet their persecutions hur-
ried him into the very place that God de-
signed him to fill. When men attempt to 
oppose the purposes and designs of God, 
their very opposition is overruled to the 
furtherance thereof, and to the disappoint-
ment and mortification of such characters.

Is there now a court or cabinet on earth 
among the acknowledged nations at which 
a Prophet of God would be admitted and 
accredited as minister from the court of 
heaven? I know of none: yet if these courts 
and cabinets were truly legitimate, and 
standing in the light and favor of God, not 
one would reject such a minister. “I know 
my sheep, and am known of mine.” “He 
that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth 
me.”

In view of this estranged, alienated, and 
illegitimate condition of the nations of the 
earth, God foretold by Daniel the Prophet 
that he would set up his kingdom at a cer-
tain time, which should break in pieces all 
others, and stand forever. This will be the 
time to try men’s souls. To step forth to 
maintain the only legitimate sovereignty on 
earth and in heaven, in the face of a jeal-
ous and persecuting family of nations, rich 
and strong, requires bold hearts and valiant 
spirits. The sword, the rifle, the cannon, the 
hemp rope, and prison are arrayed before 
such as the reward of their patriotic devo-
tions to the “Prince of Life.” When God 
does set up his kingdom, some men must 
of necessity be placed in this critical posi-
tion—not because of a hostile spirit towards

the kingdoms of this world, but because of 
strict loyalty, supreme love, and devotion to 
God and to his government. This will try 
the grit of men, and show who is willing to 
lay down his life for Christ’s sake, and who 
is not. To be tried and executed for treason 
cannot be a pleasant ordeal to be subjected 
to; yet it must needs be that offenses come, 
and that some men suffer the penalty of 
treason against the powers of this world for 
Christ’s sake, that a precedent may be es-
tablished to judge the nations by, who will 
all prove themselves guilty of high treason 
against God and his government. When 
the Saints judge the world (as Paul declares 
they will), they will have a precedent to go 
by; and the illegitimate nations of the earth 
will learn that out of their own mouth they 
will be judged; and with the very same 
judgment with which they judge they shall 
be judged, by those who had the power to 
bind and loose on earth, to remit sins and 
to retain them.

May not the Latter-day Saints cherish 
the desire to live in such interesting days? 
They may. They do live in these very days 
when God is establishing his kingdom as 
spoken of by Daniel the Prophet. We have 
a great and responsible work laid upon us; 
yet, God being our helper, we will accom-
plish it.

The king of Egypt sought to destroy, 
by an infernal order, many of the Hebrew 
children, fearing that by their great and 
astonishing increase they would endanger 
the Egyptians. But his fears and hellish pre-
caution did not save him or his army. His 
oppression of Israel and his evil treatment 
towards them had provoked the Almighty 
to destroy Pharaoh and his adherents; and, 
consequently, he hardened his heart, and 
led him on to the snare in which he was 
taken. Had that haughty prince remained 
at home with his army, he would have

DIVINE GOVERNMENT, ETC. 49

JOD Vol 7-LIVE.indd   49JOD Vol 7-LIVE.indd   49 5/13/20   8:55 PM5/13/20   8:55 PM


