DIVINE GOVERNMENT, ETC.

ment! The avowed object is to vindicate
the nation's authority and honor: but,
alas! It will turn more to its shame and
mortification than any step it ever took.

The kingdom that Daniel prophesied
of is represented under the figure of a
stone cut out of the mountains without
hands, rolling forth, before which the
mighty image fell. They find a rolling
kingdom here. Our Savior speaks of
the very same stone in this language—
"Whomsoever falleth upon this stone
shall be broken." The United States have
sent their army to fall upon this stone in
the mountains; and for this hasty and ill-
advised act, and because of the blood of
the Prophets that cries from the ground
in the ears of Jehovah that has never
been avenged, they will be broken.

One thing is certain—The Latter-day
Saints will never forget their persecu-
tors who repent not. Though they bear
up under their losses and misfortunes
with a degree of fortitude and cheerful-
ness, yet the fire of indignation burning
in their breasts towards their enemies
who have robbed, despoiled, and driven
them will never be quenched until they
are punished, and justice satisfied, even
if it should require time and all eternity
to accomplish it.

We have asked the Government re-
peatedly and most respectfully to re-
dress our wrongs; but they told us it
was not their place to do it. "Your
cause is just, but we can do nothing for
you," was the sentiment of the Executive
of the nation. If the General Govern-
ment could not lawfully interfere to pun-
ish our persecutors and murderers, they
could at least have made us an appro-
priation to relieve our immediate wants,
when they saw that we were house-
less, homeless, distressed, and wander-
ing. They were asked to do it. But they
never gave us a dime to enable us to
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say of them, When I was hungry, you
gave me meat; naked, and you clothed
me, &c. But we were told by our lead-
ers to be of good cheer—that it was wis-
dom in God that the nation should be ap-
plied to by us to redress our grievances;
and if it had undertaken, with sincere in-
tention and vigorous hand, to wash from
its skirts the blood of our Prophets, as it
should have done, Divine Justice would
have been appeased with far less, under
such circumstances, than it now will. We
have reason to thank our God that our
sufferings have been but slightly miti-
gated by the sympathies of this world:
hence, the more abundant sympathies of
Heaven in its time.

After patiently waiting many years,
we have unanimously adopted this
opinion—that God now requires us to re-
dress our own wrongs; or, in other words,
to take a stand that will enable him to do
it for us; and his late promises to us are
to this effect.

It sometimes falls out, when justice is
denied to the weak by the strong, whose
duty it is to administer it, that an over-
ruling Providence confers power on the
weak and oppressed to take their own
part, and even to punish the great and
the strong for not doing their duty. This
is an honor sometimes conferred upon
the downtrodden, to console and comfort
them, and to bring dishonor, shame, and
humiliation upon the great, who were
clothed with power, but declined using it
in an unpopular, though just cause. All
is going on right. "It must needs be that
offenses come."

United States Judges have often re-
quired posses and guards in this Terri-
tory for various service at great expense;
and, after assuring that the Federal Gov-
ernment would pay the expenses, they
have, in some cases, reported adversely
to those claims being allowed when their
own requisition caused them; and the
Government has declined paying them,



