
56 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

It is needless for me to rehearse the past.

That we have all experienced. It is best

to speak of that which is before us, for

our present acts prepare us to meet the

future. And, for their encouragement, I

will ask the Latter-day Saints, When and

where has the Lord our God deceived

us? You would all answer, Never, and

in no place. I would ask another ques-

tion, with all due deference to the God

we serve, When have our leaders—those

whom God has placed to guide the af-

fairs of his Church and kingdom upon

the earth—deceived us? Let any per-

son, if he can, rise up and point out the

time and place when and where this peo-

ple have been deceived by their leaders.

We have not been deceived by them; for

which, God be thanked. He is on Israel's

side. His arm is almighty to save, and

we have a refuge that the world have

not. Whether in peace or war, in poverty

or wealth, the Saints have a refuge that

the ungodly have not. We have the wis-

dom that the Almighty has incorporated

in our organization.

When people are dictated by the

power of the Holy Ghost, there is but lit-

tle danger of that people or that commu-

nity being led wrong: the danger consists

in your own neglect of your duty.

With some the question arises, Are

we in danger from our enemies? No;

there is no danger, only in our neglecting

the duties of a Saint. Are we in danger

now? No. Have we been? No. Shall we

be? No, we shall not.

It has been written that many should

be slain for the testimony of Jesus;

and, in my humble opinion, there

have already been enough slain to ful-

fil that prophecy. If I can live un-

til I am one hundred and thirty-five

years old, I shall be perfectly satis-

fied to die a natural death, and to be-

lieve the revelation fulfilled, without

being slain by my enemies. I strive

to live to do good on this earth; and I

have all the time asked my Father in

heaven, in the name of Jesus, to let me

depart, when I cease to do good; for I do

not want to live any longer than while

I continue to do good. I want to live to

oppose wicked men and devils, until the

last one of them are righteously disposed

of, though at times it is pretty hard work

to get faith enough to desire to live to

stem such floods of ignorance and sin.

We are not in opposition to anything

in earth or hell, except the principle of

death. God has introduced life, and it

is the principle of life that we are after.

The power of the enemy is all the time

trying to destroy this life, and I am op-

posed to that power. I am at war with it,

and expect to be. I do not expect to cease

my exertions in a million of years hence,

no more than I do today; but the world

is seeking that which will cause them to

perish.

We are striving for eternal life, and

are opposed to those who love and have

the power of death. We have the influ-

ence and the power of life, and that nec-

essarily brings us in opposition to those

who prefer the principles of death.

I do not wish to say anything in re-

gard to the life and conduct of this peo-

ple: those things are before the world.

And, as we have often published, we

challenge them to prove that we are not

loyal subjects of this Government and

the kingdom of heaven. We have every-

thing that produces peace and comfort,

and will advance all men in life and hap-

piness, so far as they will permit us.

Let this suffice, and I will give you the

news. What is the present situation of af-

fairs? For us the clouds seem to be break-

ing. Probably many of you have already

learned that General Johnston passed

through Great Salt Lake City with his

command under the strictest discipline.


