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Not a house, fence, or sidewalk has

been infringed upon by any of his com-

mand. Of course, the camp followers

are not under his control; but so far as

his command is concerned while passing

through the city, he has carried out his

promises to the letter.

We told Commissioners Powell and

McCulloch, in Conference and in answer

to questions, that we most assuredly be-

lieved all they said and all that Pres-

ident Buchanan dictated them to say,

so far as their interest was concerned.

We said that we believed that President

Buchanan would fulfil his words, when

his own interests prompted him so to do.

We did not say whether he would, or not,

in opposition to his interest.

We have reason to believe that

Colonel Kane, on his arrival at the fron-

tiers, telegraphed to Washington, and

that orders were immediately sent to

stop the march of the army for ten days.

That savors of an anxiety for peace. I ex-

pect to see, if the late advices of the Gov-

ernment are carried out, that portion of

the United States' army now here have

the privilege of going when the interest

of the country demand them, and the

portion that was to start for this place

ordered in other directions. And when

we hear certainly that there are no more

troops coming here, we will believe that

the Government means peace, just as

their Commissioners have told us.

I can say, so far as the moves have

been made since the President sent his

messengers of peace, that everything

bids fair for the fulfillment of so desir-

able a result, and that the President is

doing all he can to correct past bad man-

agement.

We have no shirt-collar dignity to

sustain, for we have no character, only

such as our friends and enemies give

us. It is only a shadow, and we

are willing that they should have the

shadow, and make the name of our Pres-

ident honorable, if we can. They are wel-

come to traduce our character, if they

choose; but they must not undertake

to walk us underfoot, contrary to every

principle of the Constitution, right, and

law. The character of those who are such

sticklers for it will perish, for they are

taking the downward road to destruc-

tion. They will be decomposed, both soul

and body, and return to their native ele-

ment. I do not say that they will be an-

nihilated; but they will be disorganized,

and will be as though they never had

been, while we will live and retain our

identity, and contend against those prin-

ciples which tend to death or dissolution.

I am after life; I want to preserve my

identity, so that you can see Brigham in

the eternal worlds just as you see him

now. I want to see that eternal princi-

ple of life dwelling within us which will

exalt us eternally in the presence of our

Father and God. If you wish to retain

your present identity in the morn of the

resurrection, you must so live that the

principle of life will be within you as a

well of water springing up unto eternal

life.

I frequently think, when our enemies

try to destroy us, and are afraid that

"Mormonism" is going to overrun the

country, what a pity it is that they cannot

see that "Mormonism" is the very prin-

ciple that preserves them. They cannot

understand that. If they could see things

as they are, they would change their

present course and be the disciples of the

Savior. They would say, "We will be one

with you, for we wish to dwell in all eter-

nity and enjoy our rights and happiness

without molestation." All beings in the

world might have that privilege, for it is

offered to all without money and with-

out price. We can prove by our Elders

that we have offered them salvation.

They can accept and follow good or evil,


