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I can say, in connection with brethren
who have addressed you in the former
part of the day, that it is with the great-
est pleasure I arise at the present Con-
ference to cast in my mite, and offer a
few reflections upon the things of the
kingdom as they are rolling before us.

Our beloved President, at the close of
the forenoon service, gave us a text he
wished to have considered.

It has been my lot to be somewhat
conversant with the Saints who dwell
in the Valleys of the Mountains, or es-
pecially those who reside south of this
city. My acquaintance with them has
been very great for the last five years.
There is no doubt but that a feeling of
carelessness and indifference has been
manifested by many in these valleys in
relation to bequeathing their debts to the
Perpetual Emigrating Fund for the as-
sistance they have received. It is not only
an indifference which has been felt to-
wards the Perpetual Emigrating Fund,
but also to individuals who have ex-
pended their means to help their friends,
neighbors, or brethren to this wvalley.
They have frequently been treated with
indifference and neglect, and I may say
almost with cruelty, by some persons
who have thus been helped. They are
unwilling, until they can be very com-
fortable themselves, to assist those who
have helped them. I have had my feel-
ings hurt by instances of this kind which
have been laid before me.

Now, then, if I understand the text,

it amounts to about this—namely, our
Savior's golden rule—"Therefore all
things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do you even so to them:
for this is the law and the prophets." Or,
to use this expression of the Savior's, in
connection with that of our President,
which would be, "Whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even
so to them, under like circumstances; for
this is the law of the Prophets."

There is no object on the face of the
earth more to be desired, than to bring
the poor and honest Saints from the con-
dition in which they are placed in the
Old World, and set them down here in
the midst of these mountains, where, by
their own industry, economy, and pru-
dence, they can provide for their wants
and for the wants of their children. The
difficulties which surround the Saints in
the Old World are increasing. The great
wars are involving the principal nations
of the earth at this time in very se-
rious expenses, which are taking from
the laboring masses millions and mil-
lions of dollars to supply the fighting
hosts with weapons of death, and en-
gines for the destruction of their ene-
mies and the prosecution of their ambi-
tious designs. While the Allied Powers
are thus engaged, they are consuming
the very source upon which the millions
of the poor and needy are depending for
their bread—for their existence.

If, during the time of peace that



