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came, and we were obliged to fire, to
shoot at their legs. But, should they
advance upon us now, we would shoot
higher than that: so, if anybody will
look at it candidly, they will see that we
have grown and improved considerably
in our ideas. To shoot at the legs of a
mob is now altogether behind the times
in "Mormonism." After brother Cahoon
had advised us, brother Brigham rose
and said that if the mob tackled him, he
would shoot at their hearts; and some
of the company nearly apostatized. We
must remember that we are in the ad-
vance; for the Lord has said, in these
days, he has commenced to do a great
work, and called upon his servants to lay
the foundation of it. The foundation be-
ing laid, then the work has to be done.
In order to be participators in this, we
must be honest with ourselves, with our
brethren, and with the poor among the
Lord's people. If we are, the blessings
of God will flow upon us, and our knowl-
edge will increase, and all the light and
intelligence that we desire from God will
be poured out upon us, and our means
will increase, and our substance will
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be blessed unto us. But if we adopt the
other principle, although men do it from
covetousness, it is the identical way to
become poor. The Prophet said, The lib-
eral deviseth liberal things, and by his
liberality he shall stand. This is the
truth: it has been so among all genera-
tions, and with this people from the be-
ginning.

It was customary, before we entered
this Church, to hear a great deal of text
preaching. The learned ministers would
select a text or passage of Scripture,
measure it by a theological rule, divide
it into heads, and then preach from it,
preaching about everything in the world
but the thing in the text. After they had
gone through this kind of maneuvering
long enough, they would then appeal to
the congregation to know if they had not
preached to them the doctrine laid down
in the text. Well, if I have preached from
the text, excuse me.

I will close my remarks with the
old-fashioned appeal; and if I have not
preached the doctrines contained in the
text, let me advise my friends to give
heed to those doctrines anyhow.



