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I wish to say a few words before the

close of the meeting.

You have heard me say, a great many

times, and it is the experience of all

men who understand wisdom, that the

greatest difficulty we have to meet is

what may be termed ignorance, or want

of understanding in the people. If peo-

ple would readily understand and prac-

tice what they are taught, they would

do very well without so much teaching

as now seems to be necessary; but when

they have not that intelligence which

leads and guides to victory in the acts

of life, they should be taught to know

how to overcome every difficulty and en-

emy they have to meet. And if peo-

ple could understand things as they are,

there never would be any apostasy—

none would fall through lack of faith and

good works. In regard to this people's

sustaining the First Presidency, they be-

lieve that they do; but still there is

something beyond which many do not

as yet understand: there are instances

in which they do not fully sustain the

Presidency. It may be asked, "Have not

this people voted to sustain the Presi-

dency?" Yes; but do they sustain them

in every particular? The great major-

ity sustain them, as far as they un-

derstand. The main difficulty is that

many do not know how the Presidency

should be sustained, through lack of in-

telligence to rightly discern and classify

their acts and reflections. They will

sustain, with their prayers, every de-

partment of the Priesthood as being

teachers of the plan of salvation, but do

not understand that there is not an act

in the lives of intelligences but what has

a tendency to either sustain or oppose—a

tendency either for good or evil.

The Government of the United States

is Republican in form, and should be in

its administration, and requires a man

for President who is capable of commu-

nicating to the understanding of the peo-

ple, according to their capacity, informa-

tion upon all points pertaining to the just

administration of the Government. He

should understand what administrative

policy would be most beneficial to the na-

tion. He should also have the knowl-

edge and disposition to wisely exercise

the appointing power, so far as it is con-

stitutionally within his control, and se-

lect only good and capable men for of-

fice. He should not only carry out the

legal and just wishes of his constituents,

but should be able to enlighten their un-

derstanding and correct their judgment.

And all good officers in a truly Republi-

can administration will constantly labor

for the security of the rights of all, irre-

spective of sect or party.

This people would do many things

that would tend to death, if they did

not listen to correct instructions; for,

as yet, they have not wisdom enough

to guide them under all circumstances.


