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And although you think that you sus-
tain your Presidency, yet many conduct
themselves in some things precisely as
do the people in the world. They take a
course to destroy themselves politically
and religiously, and they will destroy
themselves; and so would many of you,
if you were destitute of counselors dic-
tated by the Spirit of the Lord to direct in
all things, whether relating to religious
or political government. We stand upon
this platform; still we are in a measure
yet like the world. There are some con-
tentions and discords, and some are tak-
ing a course which will bring evil upon
us. Do they know it? No, they do not:
but their ignorance will not prevent the
effects. They do not know the conse-
quences of unwise acts; but they will
produce evil, whether they understand
them or not.

There are those who, it would seem,
can never come to understanding: they
are apparently stereotyped, never to im-
prove any more, while others have their
minds open and constantly learning and
increasing in wisdom and understand-
ing. When the people learn to partake
of the Spirit which governs this king-
dom, and become fully imbued with that
Spirit, they will understand the objects,
examples, and designs of those who are
placed to counsel and direct them. Do
you understand that, brethren and sis-
ters? You must enjoy that Spirit, or
you cannot walk in the same path with
those who are appointed to be your coun-
selors and teachers. But if you pos-
sess that Spirit, instead of taking var-
ious by-paths, you will be able to walk
in the path that leadeth to life. Who
are your leaders? The First Presidency.
Who was the master spirit? Joseph.
Who were his leaders? These who im-
mediately presided over him. If we will
live upon the principles which our Gov-
ernment professes to be built upon, we
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shall follow him, and not make devious
paths.

All the acts we perform should be gov-
erned by the guidance of the Priesthood.
Were that done, you would see blessings
result from all the acts of a nation, just
as we wish to see in our Republic, and as
we would see, if the people of our nation
would learn and practice the principles
of the Priesthood. The Priesthood does
not wait for ignorance: it instructs those
who have not wisdom, and are desirous
of learning correct principles. But our
Government is controlled by ignorance;
and thousands who are ignorant of the
true principles of correct government are
placed in important positions, and every
department is more or less governed by
ignorance, folly, and weakness. More im-
becility has been manifested in the man-
agement of public affairs, of late, than
ought to be manifested by any govern-
ment.

Let those called Latter-day Saints so
learn wisdom as to carry out the true
principles of government, that they may
be able to wisely govern and control all
things. Do any suppose that we shall
ever war against the principles or form
of our National Government? We shall
not; for we love and cherish them, and
always have and ever expect to, because
they are good and just. It is published
from east to west, and from north to
south, that the "Mormons" are opposed
to the Government of the United States.
That is not true, and never was. But
many of the officers and people of the
United States are too much opposed to
their own institutions, and are taking a
course to destroy the best form of gov-
ernment instituted by man. They lay
the axe at the root of the tree, and it
will fall and be as though it had not
been. They do not understand the prin-
ciples which will build them up. Each
one strikes out and follows his own way.



