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Do the members thereof know how to

sustain their own party? No: they sap

the foundation of their own party.

Such is measurably the case with a

portion of this people. They wish to

be saved—they desire to gain celestial

glory; but their own acts sap the foun-

dation of all their desires. This people

desire to do right, and the reason why all

of them do not is because all do not strive

to know how. True principles will abide,

while all false principles will fall with

those who choose and cleave to them.

The government of this Church is

based upon true principles, and the rea-

son people fall out by the way is be-

cause of their ignorance—because they

do not thoroughly canvass their acts, and

wisely ponder the probable results.

Brother Wells has been speaking

about many of the brethren's being care-

less about going north to look after their

property. I have reflected upon that, and

I conclude that the brethren feel to say,

"We have left our property, because the

Lord in his wisdom is leading us in a way

that requires us to leave our buildings

and other improvements; we have cheer-

fully left them in the line of duty, and

we do not particularly desire to go back

and guard them. They have passed from

our affections, and shall we turn round

and cling to them? We do not feel to care

how soon the Lord sees fit, in his wisdom,

to require us to lay them utterly waste."

That feeling proves to me that the affec-

tions of this people are not placed upon

earthly things; still there is a lack of un-

derstanding with some in regard to using

them aright. If we have made the sac-

rifice complete in our feelings, we have

been driven far enough; and I can tell the

world that all earth and hell will never

gain power to drive us out of these moun-

tains, unless it is the will of the Lord,

though we may be required to move from

place to place. We have to learn that all

the elements are eternal, though their

varied earthly forms are organized to be

dissolved. We must not place our affec-

tions upon these things until they are or-

ganized for eternity. If we will take that

course, we shall be laying up treasures

in heaven. Earthly things will be decom-

posed, and their reorganization will be

by the power of the resurrection: then we

shall begin to understand the proper use

of element.

I hear some say, "Why should we wish

to go to Box Elder to guard our prop-

erty there?" The Lord gave us the abil-

ity to obtain what we have; and if our

affections are so chastened that we can

measurably realize that he gave us the

power to accumulate our possessions—

that he organized the elements and gave

us bodies and life upon the earth—that

all blessings are the gift of the Lord, then

we have profited by the experience now

offered; and now it is our duty to pre-

serve that which the Lord has blessed us

with, so far as circumstances will permit,

and patiently await the development of

future events and requirements.

Some do not understand duties which

do not coincide with their natural feel-

ings and affections. Do you compre-

hend that statement? I have tried to

tell you; but I am sometimes at a loss

to convey a correct understanding with

words. I should have the language of

angels to enable me to exactly convey

my ideas, and that would require an au-

dience who understand that language.

There are duties which are above af-

fection. Our enemies have driven this

people from their homes until their af-

fections are no longer placed upon the

things of this world, which is more

than all other communities can say in

truth. No other people can truthfully

say that they can handle the things of


