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this world without having their affec-

tions placed upon them, even though

many of them will endure more or less

affliction for their religion. Some will

throw themselves under the massive

wheels of the car of Juggernaut, and be

crushed to pieces, and others will endure

all that is possible for their religion, no

matter whether it is true or false. There

is not so much difficulty in leading per-

sons to death for the religion we profess,

as there is in inducing them to live to its

pure principles. There is but little trou-

ble in inducing people to sacrifice and

suffer for their religion: but who lives for

it? If this people do not, no people upon

this earth do. And I am happy in being

able to say that they have proved that

they place less value upon their farms,

houses, and other comforts of life than

they do upon their religion, and that so

many of them try to live their religion

day by day.

If you have superior wisdom in your

midst for your guidance, why do you

not learn that fact, and permit your-

selves to be guided by that wisdom in

your business transactions as well as in

doctrine?—for there is no dividing be-

tween matters spiritual and temporal.

There is no act of a Latter-day Saint—no

duty required—no time given, exclusive

and independent of the Priesthood. Ev-

erything is subject to it, whether preach-

ing, business, or any other act per-

taining to the proper conduct of this

life. It takes the whole man to make a

Saint: there are no exceptions in "Mor-

monism." Learn so to think and direct

your acts in every transaction of life, that

we may overcome the evil that is sown

within us. Overcome the inward enemy;

then we can overcome the Devil's king-

dom. And while others choose evil prin-

ciples and build upon a foundation which

leads to destruction, let us build upon

the principles of eternal salvation, as

we have striven to do all the day long.

We are a mystery and a stumbling-

block to this generation. One man will

say, "What a numbhead that Brigham

Young is!" and another that "this peo-

ple are dupes and fanatics;" and yet no

man can controvert, with sound argu-

ment, the principles we advance. No so-

ciety, political or religious, can cope with

us in correct principles. In the opinion

of some we are the most foolish people

in the world, and in that of others we

are the wisest. If this people live to the

principles they have embraced, they will

be capable of counseling the nations; for

we build upon a just foundation, and our

principles are truth, righteousness, and

holiness. Let us stand by those princi-

ples until they crush out folly from these

valleys, and we become teachers of wis-

dom to the nations. It would not require

a great stretch of mind to teach them

now, did duty require it. A man who

has wisdom to control one wife and five

children can control ten wives and one

hundred children; then he can control a

town, a city, a state, a nation, a kingdom,

or the whole world.

Understand and practice those holy

and just principles that reach to the com-

prehending of all wisdom, until the na-

tions of the earth look to Zion for wise

counsel. Whether it be in these moun-

tains or elsewhere, and whether it be

within ten years, or fifty years, or in

one day, I will do all I can to prepare

for the glory of Zion. I would build a

good house here, had I the opportunity,

though I knew I should not enjoy it five

minutes. We intend to build a Temple in

these mountains, and not act upon the

principle of some who have been here ten

years without a comfortable dwelling. I

want the Elders of Israel to know how to

lay the foundation of Zion.


