72

It was through the most flagrant vi-
olation of these sacred rights and prin-
ciples of the Constitution of our country
by perjured officers, who were sworn to
do their duty and suppress mobs and vi-
olence, that the rights of freemen, which
were bequeathed to us a priceless legacy,
sealed with the blood of our fathers—
that the Latter-day Saints were driven,
en masse, from their peaceful homes in
the United States, and were obliged to
flee, destitute, into a desolate wilder-
ness, where we are laying a foundation
for a State in the great Federal Union,
where we can enjoy our own religious in-
stitutions and form a government, and
where we are organizing our own com-
munity, agreeable to the general Consti-
tution of our country, that we may be
made partakers of the blessings which
are actually guaranteed unto us by that
sacred instrument. Under these circum-
stances we rest until the day shall come
that shall so revolutionize our American
Government as to put every treacherous
scoundrel where he ought to be, to reap
the reward of perjury and corruption,
that he may have the privilege of being
banished by his Maker—that he may en-
joy the society of the father of lies, un-
til he is satisfied with that kind of fare.
[At this point of the speaker's remarks, a
small round table, that had been brought
for the Honorable Judge Kinney to lay
his papers upon, fell from the stand upon
which the speakers were sitting, and was
broken by the fall.] So, the end cometh
suddenly, the day of corruption is short,
and its downfall is sure. [Great laugh-
ter.] The old fabric of corruption is get-
ting so rotten, it will fall of itself and
crumble to dust, without any effort to
overthrow it; and the pure principles of
good government, justice, righteousness,
and purity will become so clearly un-
folded, that we shall wonder that it was
ever possible such a mass of corruption
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ever shrouded our country, or that so
great a number of the rulers of the Amer-
ican States should ever give countenance
to the rule of mobs, or the destruction of
the people's rights by any common con-
vention of scoundrels.

The circumstances and pleasures of
the day which have so far passed would
have been without alloy or a pang of
grief; but I behold on this platform the
vacant seat of one who was associated
with us on the last celebration—one who
addressed us on that occasion with such
a flow of natural eloquence and pathos of
feeling, and to whose talents and instruc-
tion we were indebted for a great portion
of the interest of that occasion. The Hon-
orable Leonidas Shaver, Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, and Judge of
this judicial district, has been suddenly
called from the busy scenes of this life
into eternity—a worthy man and pro-
found jurist, who, by his straightforward
and upright course, has honored his pro-
fession. His studious attention to his
duty, his fine intellect, polished educa-
tion, and gentlemanly bearing have won
for him the universal admiration and re-
spect of this community. It was only
necessary to be acquainted with him to
love him. Our worthy instructor and ex-
positor of the law has been called from
our midst suddenly. He not only admin-
istered the law, but honored it himself.
Hear it, O ye judicators of the law, and
pattern after him. And we this day look
round upon those that surround us, with
this solemn reflection, that but a short
season can pass until it will be our turn
to follow him.

This circumstance should caution
us against sin of every description,
and prompt us to live uprightly, walk-
ing in accordance with all the laws
and principles of human right and
Divine revelation, that we may be



