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running on his feet or riding on his horse.

So he ran across the country with all

the power he possessed, whipping be-

hind him, as he supposed, his horse, cry-

ing, "Get up, or the Mormons will kill

us! Get up, or the Mormons will kill

us!" So I want the first mob that rises

in this country to feel, and all those

who hold power and influence in the na-

tion, who, by that means seek to distress

and afflict the innocent—I want all such

men to feel like the illustrious Camp-

bell. I want the same terror to fall upon

them that fell upon him, and the same

powers of locomotion to clear out, crying,

"Get up, or the Mormons will kill us!"

as he did, although his horse lay on the

fence dead, near a mile behind him.

With these sentiments, these few

ideas, which are offered without hav-

ing had time for studied reflection and

preparation, I say, May we long live on

the face of the earth, and enjoy the bless-

ings and privileges of American Indepen-

dence! Amen.
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I will call the attention of the assem-

bly to the last chapter of Malachi, 5th

and 6th verses. "Behold, I will send you

Elijah the prophet before the coming of

the great and dreadful day of the Lord:

And he shall turn the heart of the fa-

thers to the children, and the heart of the

children to their fathers, lest I come and

smite the earth with a curse."

I do not feel, this morning, to make

apologies particularly, but present my-

self before you because I am requested

so to do, feeling that I am fulfilling the

duties of my office and calling to com-

ply with the requests of those set to pre-

side. There is one subject which I will

briefly touch upon as a kind of preface

to my remarks, and that is in relation

to one's preparing himself, as a servant

of God, to preach the principles of eternal

truth. We should not study beforehand

the precise subject upon which we will

preach, or the precise language that we

shall use in treating upon any subject;

but this does not preclude the idea of a

man's informing himself upon all sub-

jects. This, I have often thought, is not

understood as it ought to be by the offi-

cers of this Church.

There are many, perhaps, who feel a

disposition to neglect all improvement of

mind, thinking that if they are placed in

a position where they are called upon to

preach, God will give them, not only the

subject, but the language also, and ev-

erything pertaining to the duties of their

callings as public speakers. Although

we are taught that we are to take no


