
lation to the first coming of the Messiah? 
No. All the proud and all that did wickedly 
in that day were not consumed as stubble, 
and the righteous did not go forth and 
grow up like calves of the stall, and tread 
down the wicked as ashes under the soles of 
their feet, at the first coming of our Lord. 
Then surely this coming of our Lord had 
relation to the great and terrible day, the 
day of burning, the day in which wicked-
ness should be entirely swept from the 
earth, and no remnants of the wicked left, 
when every branch of them and every root 
of them should become as stubble, and be 
consumed from the face of the earth. That 
is the terrible day that was spoken of by the 
Prophet, before which a certain messenger 
was to be sent. “Behold, I will send to you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Who 
was Elijah the Prophet? He was a man that 
lived upon the earth some 2,500 years ago. 
He was a man of God that had power to 
call down fire from heaven and consume 
his enemies.

You recollect, on a certain occasion, 
that the king of Israel sent up fifty men to 
take Elijah the Prophet, that he might be 
slain. Elijah went up and sat on the top of a 
hill, and when those fifty men approached 
him, they said, “Come down, thou man 
of God,” etc. Elijah said, “If I be a man of 
God, let fire come from heaven and con-
sume thee and thy fifty.” Fire descended, 
and they were consumed. Another fifty 
were sent, and they repeated the same 
mockery, and the Prophet of God repeated 
the same, “If I be a man of God, let fire 
descend from heaven and consume thee 
also and thy fifty;” and it was done. That 
same man of God was in his day filled with 
faith—with confidence in God, and was 
armed with the power of God; and on a 
certain occasion he came forth before the

Israelites, and said to them, “How long 
do you halt between two opinions? If God 
be God, serve him; if Baal be God, serve 
him.”

How shall Israel test the matter? How 
shall the people know whether God is re-
ally the God of Israel or Baal? Why, says 
Elijah, I will tell you how to test it. You 
gather together all the prophets of Baal 
into one assembly, and let them offer an 
offering unto their god Baal; and I, as a 
Prophet of the other God, will offer an of-
fering: and if Baal answers by fire, then he 
shall be the true God; but if the God that 
I, Elijah, worship answers by fire, then he 
shall be the true God. They concluded to 
put the thing to a test; so they assembled 
the Prophets of Baal (some four hundred 
and fifty in number), into one grand as-
sembly, and they killed a bullock, and laid 
it upon the altar, and commenced crying 
to Baal, “O Baal, hear us!” They were very 
earnest and very zealous in their cries and 
petitions to Baal: but no voice—no answer; 
no fires descended from Baal to consume 
the sacrifice. By and by the Prophet Elijah 
began to mock them. Said he, “Cry aloud, 
for he is a god: either he is talking, or he is 
pursuing, or he is in a journey, or perad-
venture he sleepeth, and must be awaked:” 
cry louder! And they did so, and cut them-
selves with knives and lancets, to excite the 
compassion of their god. But, with all their 
cries, continued all day long, they could 
obtain no voice, no revelation, no answer, 
no messenger, no fire.

By and by, Elijah the Prophet killed a 
sacrifice and built an altar of stones, and 
laid his sacrifice upon the altar, and told 
them to turn out water in great abun-
dance into the troughs around about the 
altar; after which, Elijah merely offered 
up a simple petition to the God of heaven,  
the true God; and behold, fire fell from
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