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do this in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. This
is recorded in the sacred records kept on
the earth; and the recording angel who
takes cognizance of the ordinances on
the earth makes a record of the same in
heaven. I do not know but Eljjah himself
may be the recording angel for eternity.

The sacred books kept in the archives
of eternity are to be opened in the great
judgment day, and compared with the
records kept on the earth; and then, if
it is found that things have been done by
the authority and commandment of the
Most High, in relation to the dead, and
the same things are found to be recorded
both on earth and in heaven, such sacred
books will be opened and read before the
assembled universe in the day of judg-
ment, and will be sanctioned by Him who
sits on the throne and deals out justice
and mercy to all of his creation. Our fa-
thers who are in the spirit world must
have a message sent to them. What ben-
efit would it be for you and me to go forth
and be baptized for our fathers, or for our
grandfathers, or for any of our ancestors
who are dead, if no message is to be sent
to them in the spirit world? A message
must be sent to them.

There are authorities in heaven as
well as upon the earth, and the au-
thorities in heaven are far greater in
number than the few who are upon the
earth. This is only a little branch of
the great tree of the Priesthood—merely
a small branch receiving authority from
heaven, so that the inhabitants of the
earth may be benefited as well as the in-
habitants of the eternal world; but the
great trunk of the tree of the Priesthood
is in heaven. There you will find thou-
sand and millions holding the power of
the Priesthood; there you will find nu-
merous hosts of messengers to be sent
forth to benefit the numerous nations
of the dead. They go forth having
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authority; they enter into the prison
houses of the dead; they open their
mouths by authority and commandment
of the Most High God; they preach to
them Jesus Christ as the Lamb slain
from before the foundation of the world:
they show to the inhabitants of the dead,
in their prison houses, that his atone-
ment was intended to reach them as well
as people dwelling upon the earth. And
in proof of this, let me refer you to what
the Apostle Peter says in relation to Je-
sus our great High Priest and Apostle,
who was sent forth by the commandment
of the Father to our world. Peter says
that after he was crucified and put to
death in the flesh, he went to preach to
the spirits in prison which perished in
the floods, when once the long-suffering
of God waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was preparing.

We learn from this that Jesus has set
the example—that he came forth while
in the flesh to minister unto those in
the flesh; and while his body slept in
the tomb, and his spirit was separate
from the same, he still felt himself au-
thorized as an Apostle and High Priest
to go to those prison houses and open the
prison doors and set the captives free.
He found those old antediluvian spirits
that existed on the earth some two thou-
sand years before that time; he preached
to them; and, as Peter says, in the
next chapter, he preached the Gospel to
them—"For for this cause was the gospel
preached to them that are dead, that
they might be judged according to men
in the flesh, and live according to God in
the spirit." They could not be judged by
the same law, unless it was preached to
them. The same Gospel must be sounded
in their ears that was sounded in the
ears of the living. If they reject it in their
prison houses, they will be punished by
the same law you and I will be punished
by, if we reject it in the flesh.



