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but it is unnecessary for us to multiply pas-
sages on a subject that ought to be familiar
to all the Latter-day Saints: and as it is a
subject that does not particularly benefit
strangers, I do not know that it is necessary
for them to have all the evidence; for they
have not authority to be baptized for their
dead, because they have not been baptized
for themselves.

They may like to know what the peculiar
doctrines of the Latter-day Saints are, and
that is all the good it will do them. But, as
Latter-day Saints, we have principles to lay
before the inhabitants of the earth that em-
brace, not only the people living on it, but
all the generations of the dead. It is the most
charitable doctrine that was ever preached to
the nations of the earth. The Universalists
think they are very charitable. Why? Because
they send all to heaven, whether they are
good or evil, saints or sinners. Murderers,
drunkards, and all classes of society are
to dwell together in heaven. And what a
heaven it would be! Methodists contend-
ing against Baptists, and Baptists against
Methodists, Presbyterians against Quakers,
Roman Catholics against Protestants, and
Nothingarians against Sectarians, and
Sectarians against Nothingarians; and then
add to the whole catalogue of contending
sects drunkards, blasphemers, whoremon-
gers, murderers, and every species of wicked
beings, all jumbled up together. Oh, what
a happy place! Brother Kimball says—“And
all of them with a revolver and bowie knife
at their sides.”

I think I should pray for an outside
corner without the walls. I should want
to get at a great distance from such a
heterogeneous mass. They call this char-
ity; but it is different from the charity
which dwells in the bosom of God. I do
not think he has charity enough to as-
sociate with a company of this descrip-
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tion. But the Latter-day Saints have their
Church founded on true principles, law,
and order—principles revealed from heav-
en, that all on the earth, and in the eternal
worlds may be saved on pure principles,
and pure principles only. If they ever in-
herit the kingdom of God, they must go
there with hearts as pure as the angels of
God; if they dwell in his presence, they
must be pure as he is pure, perfect as he is
perfect, that the holy order of heaven may
be graced with all the perfection, holiness,
and godliness of character that we read of
in the Scriptures of eternal truth. Such a
heaven will be a heaven indeed. It is the
goodness and virtue of beings that inherit
a place which make it desirable.

You select a place that is surrounded
with many disadvantages, like these des-
erts and mountain wilds, and place a pure
people there—a people perfectly organized
and influenced by the Holy Ghost in all
things, doing unto others as they would
have others do to them in everything, met-
ing out justice on the principles of righ-
teousness and truth; and let everyone be
perfectly honest in his deal, and let his
hands be continually stayed from stealing
other people’s property, and let there be
no quarrelling or evil speaking; and if such
a people do have to toil and labor in the
midst of these mountains and canyons, yet
they are happy; they carry heaven in their
own bosoms, or the principles that make
happiness abide within them. When these
Godlike principles become more fully de-
veloped—when the Saints become more
rooted and grounded in them, and enter
into the eternal worlds and find everybody
there, like themselves, pure in heart, it will
make a perfect heaven. You place the wick-
ed there, with all their abominations, and it
will transform heaven into a hell.

It matters not how beautiful a place
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